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            1   IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 
            2      IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 
                ---------------------------------------------------- 
            3   MATHEW AND STEPHANIE McCLEARY on   ) 
                their own behalf and on behalf of  ) 
            4   KELSEY and CARTER McCLEARY, their  ) 
                two children in Washington's public) 
            5   schools; ROBERT AND PATTY VENEMA,  ) 
                on their own behalf and on behalf  ) 
            6   of HALIE AND ROBBIE VENEMA, their  )SUPREME COURT 
                two children in Washington's public) 
            7   schools; and NETWORK FOR EXCELLENCE)NO. 84362-7 
                IN WASHINGTON SCHOOLS, ("NEWS"), a ) 
            8   state-wide coalition of community  ) 
                groups, public school districts,   ) 
            9   and education organizations,       ) 
                            PETITIONERS,           )  CASE NO. 
           10                                      ) 
                            VERSUS                 )07-2-02323-2SEA 
           11                                      ) 
                    STATE OF WASHINGTON,           ) 
           12                   RESPONDENT.        ) 
                ----------------------------------------------------- 
           13          Proceedings Before Honorable JOHN P. ERLICK 
                ----------------------------------------------------- 
           14 
                            KING COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
           15               SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
 
           16 
                            DATED:  SEPTEMBER 16, 2009 
           17               Volume X, Session 2 and 3 of 4 
 
           18 
                                A P P E A R A N C E S: 
           19 
 
           20               FOR THE PETITIONERS: 
 
           21 
                                BY:  THOMAS F. AHEARNE, ESQ., 
           22                        CHRISTOPHER G. EMCH, ESQ., 
                                     EDMUND ROBB, ESQ. 
           23 
                            FOR THE RESPONDENT: 
           24 
                                BY:  WILLIAM G. CLARK, ESQ., 
           25                        CARRIE L. BASHAW, ESQ. 
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            1                   P R O C E E D I N G S 
 
            2                   (Open court.) 
 
            3               THE BAILIFF: All rise.  Court is in 
 
            4   session. 
 
            5               THE COURT:  Please be seated. 
 
            6               I apologize for the delay. 
 
            7               Mr. Robb. 
 
            8               BENJAMIN SODER, 
 
            9               Having been previously sworn 
 
           10               Testified as follows. 
 
           11                REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
           12 
 
           13   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
           14      Q.  (Continued)  You spoke briefly about attracting 
 
           15   teachers into the program at the University of 
 
           16   Washington. 
 
           17          Did you have any understanding of how many 
 
           18   teachers once they are out in the profession, remain 
 
           19   teachers over a period of time? 
 
           20      A.  Yes. 
 
           21          It is a difficult problem, not only recruiting 
 
           22   teachers, but keeping them in the profession. 
 
           23   Nationally, approximately half of the teachers leave 
 
           24   within five years. 
 
           25      Q.  Half leave within five years? 
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            1      A.  Yes, which is why in many respects it costs 
 
            2   more to prepare teachers than it does doctors, if you 
 
            3   want to look at it from that point of view. 
 
            4          There is low attrition rate for doctors and very 
 
            5   high attrition rate for teachers. 
 
            6      Q.  State's counsel asked you about Trial Exhibit 
 
            7   561.  You spoke about the jury instruction that you 
 
            8   have mentioned in your testimony, number 7, and about 
 
            9   and mentioned the attorney would understand. 
 
           10          But the point of this is for jurors to 
 
           11   understand this, right? 
 
           12      A.  That's correct. 
 
           13      Q.  The average juror. 
 
           14      A.  Right, that's correct. 
 
           15      Q.  Finally, State's counsel asked you about the 
 
           16   WPI.  You said that you didn't know what a WPI was. 
 
           17   You don't understand what the WPI stood for; is that 
 
           18   correct? 
 
           19      A.  That is correct. 
 
           20      Q.  You understand that there is a jury 
 
           21   instruction; correct? 
 
           22      A.  Yes. 
 
           23      Q.  Sorry, yes. 
 
           24      A.  Yes. 
 
           25               MR. ROBB:  Nothing further, your Honor. 
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            1               THE COURT:  Mr. Robb, thank you. 
 
            2               Ms. Bashaw. 
 
            3               RECROSS EXAMINATION 
 
            4   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
            5      Q.  Professor Soder, did I understand you to say 
 
            6   that you thought that the State's EALRs were too 
 
            7   general in the areas that would pertain to your 12 
 
            8   conditions? 
 
            9      A.  That is correct. 
 
           10      Q.  Have you ever actually looked at the State's 
 
           11   EALRs for the social studies? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, I have. 
 
           13      Q.  I am going to look at Trial Exhibit 685.  Then 
 
           14   I am going to call your attention to about six pages 
 
           15   in, you will see part of Exhibit 685 that starts with 
 
           16   this page (indicating) -- 
 
           17      A.  Yes. 
 
           18      Q.  -- social studies.  So that the whole social 
 
           19   studies EALRs is about that thick (indicating)? 
 
           20      A.  Ah-hum. 
 
           21      Q.  Were you aware of that? 
 
           22      A.  Yes. 
 
           23      Q.  So it goes basically until about 10 pages or so 
 
           24   from the end of Exhibit 685? 
 
           25      A.  Correct. 
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            1      Q.  In fact, it ends at about page 135; is that 
 
            2   right? 
 
            3      A.  That is right. 
 
            4      Q.  So 135 pages with the social studies EALRs. 
 
            5          Let's look at page -- lets take an example, page 
 
            6   128.  Now, you are aware as well of the GLE, the Grade 
 
            7   Level Equivalents? 
 
            8      A.  Yes. 
 
            9      Q.  So page 128 would be an example of some 
 
           10   suggested units that the School District could adopt 
 
           11   as part of their social studies teaching in that EARL; 
 
           12   right? 
 
           13      A.  Right. 
 
           14      Q.  We have topics under civics, economics, 
 
           15   geography, history, social ST skills -- social studies 
 
           16   skills, probably? 
 
           17      A.  Correct. 
 
           18      Q.  Is that right? 
 
           19          Would all of those subjects trying to obtain, or 
 
           20   attain, or try to reach the 12 conditions that you 
 
           21   have identified? 
 
           22      A.  Not necessarily. 
 
           23      Q.  These wouldn't help lead to those 12 
 
           24   conditions:  Civics, economics, geography, history, 
 
           25   social studies? 
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            1      A.  It depends upon how approach them. 
 
            2          You could have a unit on how railroads were 
 
            3   developed in the United States -- 
 
            4      Q.  All right. 
 
            5      A.  -- and not have that anything to do with what I 
 
            6   have been talking about. 
 
            7      Q.  Certainly. 
 
            8          But under the suggested units, they have things 
 
            9   like world geography, ancient civilizations, major 
 
           10   societies, a period 600 to 1450, territory and treaty 
 
           11   making, railroads reformed, immigration and labor, The 
 
           12   Great Depression, World War II, new technologies and 
 
           13   industries, contemporary Washington State, fighting 
 
           14   for independence and framing the constitution, 
 
           15   slavery, expansion, removal and reform, civil war and 
 
           16   reconstruction, development and struggles in the west, 
 
           17   industrial immigration and urbanization from 1817 to 
 
           18   1900, the US looking forward. 
 
           19          Would you agree with me that all of those units 
 
           20   would help contribute to students attaining the 12 
 
           21   conditions that you have identified? 
 
           22      A.  Possibly. 
 
           23      Q.  Now, I think that you also said that you didn't 
 
           24   think that the State required any sort of an 
 
           25   assessment of civics or social studies areas, the 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
                                                                    2092 
 
 
 
            1   areas that were would pertain to the things that you 
 
            2   believe are necessary. 
 
            3      A.  Not in the WASL. 
 
            4      Q.  Are you aware that the State does, in fact, 
 
            5   require assessments? 
 
            6      A.  Assessments of what? 
 
            7      Q.  Of civics. 
 
            8      A.  No. 
 
            9      Q.  Let's take that as an example. 
 
           10 
 
           11               THE COURT:  You may approach, Ms. Bashaw. 
 
           12               MS. BASHAW:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
           13   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           14      Q.  I am handing you a Substitute Senate Bill 5889, 
 
           15   which became effective on July 22nd, 2009. 
 
           16          If you could turn to page 5, now, Professor 
 
           17   Soder, do you have an understanding of between the 
 
           18   legislature makes amendments to the statutes they 
 
           19   underline the new text and cross out the old? 
 
           20      A.  Yes. 
 
           21      Q.  So looking at RCW 28 A 230.095, subsection 1, 
 
           22   it reads: 
 
           23          "By the end of 2008-2009 school years, school 
 
           24      districts shall have in place an elementary schools, 
 
           25      middle schools, and high schools assessments or 
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            1      other strategies chosen by the district to assure 
 
            2      that students have an opportunity to learn the 
 
            3      Essential Academic Learning Requirements in social 
 
            4      studies, the arts, and health and fitness, social 
 
            5      studies includes history, geography, civics, 
 
            6      economics and social studies skills." 
 
            7          Do you see that? 
 
            8      A.  Yes. 
 
            9      Q.  It goes on to say that: 
 
           10          "Beginning with the 2008-2009 school years, 
 
           11      school districts shall annually submit an 
 
           12      implementation verification report to the office of 
 
           13      the Superintendent of Public Instruction." 
 
           14          Do you see that? 
 
           15      A.  Yes. 
 
           16      Q.  Now, it goes on to say, new added language 
 
           17   that: 
 
           18          "The public OSPI may not require school 
 
           19      districts to use a classroom based assessment in the 
 
           20      social studies, the arts and health and fitness meet 
 
           21      the requirements of this section and shall clearly 
 
           22      communicate to the districts their option to use 
 
           23      other strategies chosen by the district." 
 
           24          Do you see that? 
 
           25      A.  Yes. 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
                                                                    2094 
 
 
 
            1      Q.  The next section goes on to say: 
 
            2          "Beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, 
 
            3      school districts shall require students in the 
 
            4      7th or the 8th grade and the 11th or 12th grade, to 
 
            5      complete at least one classroom based assessment in 
 
            6      civics." 
 
            7          Do you see that? 
 
            8      A.  Yes. 
 
            9      Q.  It goes on to say: 
 
           10          "Beginning with 2010 to 2011 school year, school 
 
           11      districts shall require students in the 4th or the 
 
           12      5th grade to complete at least one classroom based 
 
           13      assessment in civics."  Do you see that? 
 
           14      A.  Yes. 
 
           15      Q.  They go on to say: 
 
           16          "A verification report in subsection 3 shall 
 
           17      require the school districts to report all of the 
 
           18      information necessary to comply with this section." 
 
           19          Do you see that? 
 
           20      A.  Yes. 
 
           21      Q.  So, in fact, the State has instituted measures 
 
           22   to the type of assessment that you said that it wasn't 
 
           23   requiring? 
 
           24      A.  That is not correct. 
 
           25      Q.  That is not correct? 
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            1      A.  No, that is not correct. 
 
            2               MS. BASHAW:  No further questions, your 
 
            3   Honor. 
 
            4               THE COURT:  Thank you, Ms. Bashaw. 
 
            5               Mr. Robb, your witness. 
 
            6                REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
            7 
 
            8   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
            9      Q.  Just a couple of quick questions.  State's 
 
           10   counsel asked you to look at Exhibit 685, which is the 
 
           11   hundred and some odd page document. 
 
           12          But that includes the EALRs and other materials 
 
           13   as well; correct? 
 
           14      A.  Right. 
 
           15      Q.  If we were to look at -- 
 
           16               THE COURT:  Exhibit, counsel. 
 
           17               MR. ROBB:  Exhibit 11, I am sorry. 
 
           18               THE COURT:  Exhibit 11? 
 
           19               MR. ROBB:  Yes, I am sorry. 
 
           20   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
           21      Q.  -- now, Exhibit 11 would be the civics EALRs 
 
           22   that you were talking about and saying, that it was a 
 
           23   little general; is that correct? 
 
           24      A.  Well, we are on geography right now? 
 
           25      Q.  Yes, part of the civics EARL. 
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            1      A.  Right. 
 
            2      Q.  Was that yes? 
 
            3      A.  Yes. 
 
            4      Q.  Thank you. 
 
            5               MR. ROBB:  Your Honor, the petitioners 
 
            6   would offer Exhibit 11.  I don't think that it has 
 
            7   been offered yet. 
 
            8               THE CLERK:  It has not. 
 
            9               MS. BASHAW:  I am sorry, I will need to 
 
           10   catch up to you. 
 
           11               THE COURT:  Exhibit 11 is offered. 
 
           12               MS. BASHAW:  I would just ask that Mr. Robb 
 
           13   make it clear that this version of this EARL was a 
 
           14   deposition exhibit and is only pertinent to the 
 
           15   timeframe of which it was created and which 
 
           16   Ms. Bergeson's deposition was taken. 
 
           17               MR. ROBB:  Right. 
 
           18               MS. BASHAW:  As long as that is clear on 
 
           19   the record. 
 
           20               MR. ROBB:  This is an example of the EARL 
 
           21   that was in effect at the time that Dr. Bergeson's 
 
           22   deposition was taken. 
 
           23               It is offered now, because we are still 
 
           24   discussing the current EARL and trying to get that 
 
           25   admitted as well. 
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            1               MS. BASHAW:  But there is not a 
 
            2   substantiation that this is the current EARL.  Her 
 
            3   deposition was taken in 2007. 
 
            4               MR. ROBB:  That is right. 
 
            5               MS. BASHAW:  All right. 
 
            6               MR. ROBB:  I offered it and you offered it 
 
            7   as well for the Bergeson deposition. 
 
            8               MS. BASHAW:  I don't have any objection. 
 
            9               THE COURT:  That is not the current EARL. 
 
           10               MR. ROBB:  We are also offering the current 
 
           11   EARL at this point.  I am not going to get into that 
 
           12   debate, because we have got additional discussions to 
 
           13   have. 
 
           14               THE COURT:  All right.  Exhibit 11 is 
 
           15   admitted. 
 
           16           ( Exhibit No. 11 received in evidence.) 
 
           17 
 
           18      Q.  Then if I could turn you back to the Senate 
 
           19   Bill of 5889, that you were asked about, State's 
 
           20   counsel asked you about assessments that are intended 
 
           21   to be put into place by this bill. 
 
           22          Do you know whether the school districts are 
 
           23   actually doing those assessments right now? 
 
           24      A.  I do not. 
 
           25      Q.  Do you know whether the State is paying for 
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            1   those assessments? 
 
            2      A.  I don't know. 
 
            3      Q.  Do you know whether those assessments are 
 
            4   testing your 12 conditions? 
 
            5      A.  I don't know. 
 
            6      Q.  Do you know whether State has done anything 
 
            7   other than to order the school districts to do these 
 
            8   assessments in the future? 
 
            9      A.  I do not know. 
 
           10               MR. ROBB:  Thank you, nothing further. 
 
           11               MS. BASHAW:  Nothing further, your Honor. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  All right. 
 
           13               I just have a few questions of the 
 
           14   pertinence of which may be challenged by counsel -- 
 
           15   one of the prerogatives of being a judge. 
 
           16               Do you have any opinion as to whether our 
 
           17   society -- when I say our society, I am talking about 
 
           18   American society is trending it all towards what you 
 
           19   have referred to persuaded audiences, rather than a 
 
           20   thoughtful -- I am sorry, yes, persuaded audience 
 
           21   rather than a thoughtful public, or thought -- 
 
           22               THE WITNESS:  Yes, I have. 
 
           23               THE COURT:  Do you have an opinion? 
 
           24               THE WITNESS:  Yes, I do. 
 
           25               THE COURT:  I am thinking what we have seen 
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            1   in the way of, I guess tea parties, the September 12th 
 
            2   movement and such. 
 
            3               What are your thoughts on that? 
 
            4               THE WITNESS:  I think that we need to weigh 
 
            5   very carefully the warnings of de Tocqueville on 
 
            6   Democracy in America, said that: 
 
            7               "If we weren't careful in this country with 
 
            8      our emphasis on our short terms on focusing on 
 
            9      ourselves, and not focusing on the common wheel, we 
 
           10      would end up being nothing more than a flock of 
 
           11      timid and hard working animals." 
 
           12               I think that that is the direction that we 
 
           13   are going in.  Those are harsh words.  But I think 
 
           14   that is the direction that we are going in. 
 
           15               We have so fragmented the information 
 
           16   process that one can go to the internet and instead of 
 
           17   seeking other people's opinions and other people's 
 
           18   perspectives, you can go to that minor slice of 
 
           19   people, who already agree with you and then that that 
 
           20   feeds on itself. 
 
           21               I have no principle objection to the tea 
 
           22   parties, any more than to the original tea party; I 
 
           23   suppose. 
 
           24               But there seems to be a growing lack of 
 
           25   civility that one can see.  I think that we are 
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            1   tending much more towards an isolated, "whatever will 
 
            2   work for me, and just talking to people who already 
 
            3   agree with me." 
 
            4               It is becoming more and more difficult to 
 
            5   secure any sort of civil discourse on any subject, 
 
            6   whether locally or nationally. 
 
            7               THE COURT:  So that the question is, how do 
 
            8   you teach that in school? 
 
            9               THE WITNESS:  It is more than a matter of a 
 
           10   civics class or a given part of an EARL here and 
 
           11   there.  You can always point to something and say: 
 
           12   "Look, we are covering that." 
 
           13               But that is to say that something is there, 
 
           14   that is simply words.  It is sort of like saying, 
 
           15   "well, the official title of North Korea is The 
 
           16   People's Democratic Republic of Korea." 
 
           17               Well, you can say you are a democracy all 
 
           18   you want, but that doesn't get anywhere. 
 
           19               But it is not a matter of just having a few 
 
           20   civics classes.  I think that it is a recognition that 
 
           21   every classroom is the beginnings of a moral and a 
 
           22   political community, in which people learn how to 
 
           23   talk, as I said before, how to advance claims, how to 
 
           24   consider evidence, not just your civics classroom, but 
 
           25   every classroom. 
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            1               Teachers have to be aware of what they are 
 
            2   teaching through their specific teaching and their 
 
            3   modeling and how they structure the class is how to 
 
            4   help students learn how to disagree with each other. 
 
            5               It is not a matter -- if I start lecturing 
 
            6   here too much, you will let me know. 
 
            7               It is not a matter of simply having 
 
            8   everybody respect other people's opinions.  We get a 
 
            9   lot of we need to honor diversity.  We need to honor 
 
           10   other people's points of view. 
 
           11               Well, sure, but at the same time, students 
 
           12   have to learn how to speak out for what they believe 
 
           13   in and then at the same time recognize that other 
 
           14   people have something to say. 
 
           15               We have to learn how to behave like a 
 
           16   people, who deserve a free society and know how to 
 
           17   sustain it. 
 
           18               So it is not just your civics class.  It is 
 
           19   how you structure your school.  As I had mentioned 
 
           20   earlier that one of the conditions is understanding 
 
           21   the necessary tension between freedom and order. 
 
           22               But why we don't run a red light, for 
 
           23   instance, that sort of thing.  The school is, in point 
 
           24   of fact, a very good place to teach that through all 
 
           25   sorts of ways.  Because the school is on the bottom of 
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            1   between the tension of the freedom and order, you want 
 
            2   people to express themselves and statement you need to 
 
            3   consider the other in the group. 
 
            4               We have perennial issues and the tension 
 
            5   between individual and group and between freedom and 
 
            6   order and between freedom and equality.  These are all 
 
            7   things that the school needs to address. 
 
            8               It won't happen, though, if a students 
 
            9   comes to the teacher and says, "why should I vote? " 
 
           10   If that teacher says "well you have to go ask your 
 
           11   social studies teacher that.  This is a math class." 
 
           12               No.  That teachers needs to be prepared to 
 
           13   be able to discuss that in much the same way that 
 
           14   anybody out in our society should be able to. 
 
           15               But it is a matter of how you structure the 
 
           16   school.  It is a matter of curriculum.  It is a matter 
 
           17   of responsibility for all teachers and the 
 
           18   administrators there.  That, again, there is a public 
 
           19   purpose for schooling and a private purpose for the 
 
           20   schooling. 
 
           21               We can have all of the private purposes for 
 
           22   common schools that we want.  I want my kid to get 
 
           23   into Stanford or into a Voc-Tech institute or what 
 
           24   have you. 
 
           25               The public purpose, as I have written, is 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
                                                                   2103 
 
 
 
            1   to teach all children their moral and their 
 
            2   intellectual responsibilities for living and working 
 
            3   in a free society in a democracy.  That is the public 
 
            4   purpose. 
 
            5               It can only happen in the common schools. 
 
            6   It can't very well happen at the University of 
 
            7   Washington, because we are only getting the students 
 
            8   who have managed to make it that far.  Many students 
 
            9   don't. 
 
           10               The one common experience that all students 
 
           11   have -- which is why we call them common schools, is 
 
           12   the K-12 experience. 
 
           13               If we really want to take seriously the 
 
           14   conditions that I have found that are absolutely 
 
           15   critical, then we have to consciously and carefully 
 
           16   teach them, because no other societal institution can 
 
           17   do that. 
 
           18               THE COURT:  Are you familiar with the works 
 
           19   of Dr. Lawrence Colberg on stages of morality? 
 
           20               THE WITNESS:  Yes, some. 
 
           21               THE COURT:  Do you rely on his work at all 
 
           22   in your analysis? 
 
           23               THE WITNESS:  Not in my analysis.  I am 
 
           24   familiar with his work. 
 
           25               One of the other books that the colleagues 
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            1   and I have had edited called:  "The Moral Dimensions 
 
            2   of Teaching."  We have done a fair amount of work and 
 
            3   writing that area, where we relied on what Colberg was 
 
            4   talking about. 
 
            5               I think that part of what we were talking 
 
            6   about here is that the health of any Democratic 
 
            7   society depends upon what ordinary people do 
 
            8   voluntarily. 
 
            9               Ordinary people matter because there is so 
 
           10   many of us.  Doing it voluntarily because there is 
 
           11   never enough KGB to go out to make sure that we all do 
 
           12   it. 
 
           13               THE COURT:  Make sure we aren't watering 
 
           14   our lawns in the drought. 
 
           15               THE WITNESS:  Well, perhaps. 
 
           16               It is better to water a lawn for a higher 
 
           17   moral order, than it is because we think that we are 
 
           18   going to get fined. 
 
           19               THE COURT:  Are you aware that justice or 
 
           20   Former Justice Sandra Day O'Connor was in Seattle 
 
           21   yesterday? 
 
           22               THE WITNESS:  No. 
 
           23               THE COURT:  She spoke at Seattle University 
 
           24   Law School and one of her beliefs or opinions is that 
 
           25   those jurisdictions, including Washington State, that 
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            1   elect judges, should do away with judicial elections. 
 
            2               One of the primary bases for the opinion, 
 
            3   is that what you have referred to persuaded audiences, 
 
            4   are too influenced by political contributions, and 
 
            5   529s and such. 
 
            6               Do you have any opinion on that? 
 
            7               MR. ROBB:  Be careful now. 
 
            8               THE WITNESS:  I spent four years with the 
 
            9   Municipal League Candidates Evaluation Committee, when 
 
           10   I was at the Urban League. 
 
           11               I didn't have very much trouble, when we 
 
           12   were interviewing city council candidates or the usual 
 
           13   legislative candidates. 
 
           14               I had considerable trouble, when it came to 
 
           15   judicial candidates, because I could not really come 
 
           16   to any sort of a principle basis for a decision.  I 
 
           17   really can't. 
 
           18               If you are in the City Council and you want 
 
           19   to tell me that all we need to do is to have 
 
           20   levitating trains and we can solve whatever problem, 
 
           21   you know, I am going to look at you and say, "no." 
 
           22               But I, on those four times, those four 
 
           23   years that I was on the Muni League Candidate 
 
           24   Evaluation Committee, we would come to the judicial 
 
           25   candidates and I and others would struggle, because 
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            1   there is no principle basis that I can come up with. 
 
            2   I do not know how I would proceed there. 
 
            3               THE COURT:  Thank you, professor. 
 
            4               Mr. Robb, your witness. 
 
            5                REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
            6 
 
            7   BY MR. ROBB: 
 
            8      Q.  One further question, professor, when you were 
 
            9   talking about the public purpose of education, and 
 
           10   what it is equipping students to do, is that 
 
           11   consistent with the idea that we must prepare them to 
 
           12   exercise their First Amendment freedoms as sources 
 
           13   received as for more information and prepare them to 
 
           14   be able to inquire and study and evaluate and gain 
 
           15   maturity and information, et cetera, that we have here 
 
           16   in Exhibit 2? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, that is constant with that. 
 
           18               MR. ROBB:  Thank you. 
 
           19               THE COURT:  Ms. Bashaw. 
 
           20               MS. BASHAW:  No further questions, your 
 
           21   Honor. 
 
           22               THE COURT:  Mr. Robb, do you with request 
 
           23   that the witness would be excused? 
 
           24               MR. ROBB:  Yes, your Honor. 
 
           25               THE COURT:  Any objection? 
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            1               MS. BASHAW:  No, your Honor. 
 
            2               THE COURT:  It is a pleasure having you 
 
            3   here, Professor Soder.  You may step.  You are excused 
 
            4   at this time. 
 
            5               THE WITNESS:  Thank you. 
 
            6               THE COURT:  Mr. Emch, would you like to 
 
            7   call petitioners' next witness? 
 
            8               MR. EMCH:  Yes, we would call Patty Venema. 
 
            9               THE COURT:  If you would please come to the 
 
           10   witness stand, Ms. Venema. 
 
           11               PATRICIA VENEMA, 
 
           12               Having been first duly sworn, 
 
           13               Testified as follows: 
 
           14 
 
           15               THE COURT:  Please be seated. 
 
           16               For the record, please state your full name 
 
           17   and spell for us your last name and give us your 
 
           18   contact address. 
 
           19               THE WITNESS:  Patricia J. Venema, 
 
           20   V-E-N-E-M-A, 18431 Fales Road, Snohomish, Washington 
 
           21   98296. 
 
           22               THE COURT:  Thank you. 
 
           23 
 
           24               DIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
           25 
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            1   BY MR. EMCH: 
 
            2      Q.  Good morning, Mrs. Venema. 
 
            3      A.  Good morning. 
 
            4      Q.  Have you ever testified in court before? 
 
            5      A.  No, I have not. 
 
            6      Q.  I will try to make my questions as clear as 
 
            7   possible.  If for any reason that you don't understand 
 
            8   my questions, just let me know. 
 
            9      A.  All right. 
 
           10      Q.  Were you here yesterday -- I was trying to get 
 
           11   you on the stand yesterday? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, you were. 
 
           13      Q.  You had an outfit picked out for yesterday? 
 
           14      A.  Yes. 
 
           15      Q.  Today you have a different outfit? 
 
           16      A.  Yes. 
 
           17      Q.  Your coat is part of your outfit? 
 
           18      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
           19      Q.  Mrs. Venema, are you married? 
 
           20      A.  Yes, I am. 
 
           21      Q.  What is your husband's name? 
 
           22      A.  Robert. 
 
           23      Q.  Does your husband work? 
 
           24      A.  Yes, he does. 
 
           25      Q.  What general line of business is he in? 
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            1      A.  He is in telecommunication. 
 
            2      Q.  Is that a full-time job? 
 
            3      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
            4      Q.  You and your family live in Snohomish County; 
 
            5   is that right? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, we do. 
 
            7      Q.  What about your children, do you have any 
 
            8   children? 
 
            9      A.  Yes, I have two children. 
 
           10      Q.  What are your children's names? 
 
           11      A.  Halie and Robbie. 
 
           12      Q.  Halie is your daughter? 
 
           13      A.  Yes. 
 
           14      Q.  Can you tell the Court a little bit about your 
 
           15   daughter? 
 
           16      A.  She is 17 and she is a senior in high school 
 
           17   right now. 
 
           18      Q.  What is the month and year was your daughter, 
 
           19   Halie, born? 
 
           20      A.  She was born October 1991. 
 
           21      Q.  How old is she right now? 
 
           22      A.  17. 
 
           23      Q.  You said she is a senior in high school? 
 
           24      A.  Yes. 
 
           25      Q.  What high school is that? 
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            1      A.  Glacier Peak High School. 
 
            2      Q.  What about your son, Robbie, what month and 
 
            3   year was he born? 
 
            4      A.  He was born in September of 1994. 
 
            5      Q.  That makes him about how old right now? 
 
            6      A.  He is 14 today. 
 
            7      Q.  What grade will he be in? 
 
            8      A.  He is in 9th grade. 
 
            9      Q.  Is that also at Glacier Peak High School? 
 
           10      A.  Yes, he is a freshman at Glacier Peak High 
 
           11   School. 
 
           12      Q.  You and your husband have two kids in high 
 
           13   school right now? 
 
           14      A.  Yes, we do. 
 
           15      Q.  Your kids attend public school in the State of 
 
           16   Washington; is that correct? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, correct. 
 
           18      Q.  That is located in Snohomish? 
 
           19      A.  Yes, Snohomish County. 
 
           20      Q.  Mrs. Venema, where do you work? 
 
           21      A.  I work at a preschool called Best Beginnings 
 
           22   Preschool. 
 
           23      Q.  What are your general responsibilities at that 
 
           24   preschool? 
 
           25      A.  I am the administrative assistant for 
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            1   bookkeeping and accounting. 
 
            2      Q.  So you are involved in financial matters; is 
 
            3   that right? 
 
            4      A.  Yes. 
 
            5      Q.  Your family has two working parents? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, we do. 
 
            7      Q.  How would you describe the area where you live, 
 
            8   rural or urban, or something else? 
 
            9      A.  It is rural. 
 
           10      Q.  Is Snohomish a wealthy area in your opinion? 
 
           11      A.  No, in my opinion it is not. 
 
           12      Q.  Mrs. Venema, have you participated in any 
 
           13   volunteer fund raising activities with respect to your 
 
           14   kids public schools? 
 
           15      A.  Yes, I have. 
 
           16      Q.  Could you describe to the Court what your first 
 
           17   fund raising organization was that you were involved 
 
           18   with -- what was the name of it? 
 
           19      A.  Cathcart Parent Organization. 
 
           20      Q.  Cathcart was the public elementary schools that 
 
           21   both of your children attended? 
 
           22      A.  Yes, it was. 
 
           23      Q.  Can you spell Cathcart for the court reporter? 
 
           24      A.  C-A-T-H-C-A-R-T. 
 
           25      Q.  About how many years were you on the Cathcart 
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            1   Parent Organization? 
 
            2      A.  I was on their executive board for five years. 
 
            3      Q.  Why did you join the Cathcart Parent 
 
            4   Organization? 
 
            5      A.  We had just moved into Cathcart school area and 
 
            6   we didn't know very many families.  I felt that it was 
 
            7   important to be involved in my kids at school in the 
 
            8   education. 
 
            9      Q.  What town did you move from? 
 
           10      A.  We were, we moved from the Monroe School 
 
           11   District into the Snohomish School District.  We were 
 
           12   in the same town. 
 
           13      Q.  About what year was this? 
 
           14      A.  Halie started kindergarten in the Monroe School 
 
           15   District.  When she started first grade, we were moved 
 
           16   to the Snohomish School District. 
 
           17      Q.  Focusing still on the Cathcart Parent 
 
           18   Organization, what was the general purpose of that 
 
           19   organization? 
 
           20      A.  Our general purpose was to raise funds to 
 
           21   support the students, staff and faculty at the 
 
           22   elementary schools. 
 
           23      Q.  Regarding the Cathcart Parent Organization, did 
 
           24   you hold any positions in that group? 
 
           25      A.  Yes. 
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            1          I was treasurer for the first two years.  Then I 
 
            2   became president.  And then I spent one year as vice 
 
            3   president to help them with the transition, when I 
 
            4   moved on. 
 
            5      Q.  Did the Cathcart Parent Organization hold any 
 
            6   fund raisers? 
 
            7      A.  Yes, we did. 
 
            8      Q.  Can you give the Court an idea of what kind of 
 
            9   fund-raisers that you participated in? 
 
           10      A.  Our main fall fund-raiser was a catalog sale, 
 
           11   consisting of gift wrap, candies, nicknacks, things 
 
           12   that the kids would take to their friends and 
 
           13   relatives and sell.  We would retain 50 percent of the 
 
           14   proceeds from that. 
 
           15      Q.  What about on the sales, or the activities, or 
 
           16   anything like that? 
 
           17      A.  Well, that was our main fund-raiser. 
 
           18          Then we went on and we did -- we would do cookie 
 
           19   dough club -- we would do bubble clubs.  We had movie 
 
           20   nights.  We had family dance nights.  We had a craft 
 
           21   fair with the silent auction -- things throughout the 
 
           22   year. 
 
           23      Q.  What about classes, did classes do anything to 
 
           24   contribute to the fund raisers? 
 
           25      A.  When we had a craft fair, we had a silent 
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            1   auction in those class baskets.  The teachers or the 
 
            2   classrooms would receive a theme, and then the parents 
 
            3   of the kids in that classroom would put together a 
 
            4   basket -- saying it was the Mariners, they would put 
 
            5   together the items for the basket and auctioned off at 
 
            6   that evening event. 
 
            7      Q.  So Mrs. Venema, you held a position as a 
 
            8   treasurer, among other positions in the Cathcart 
 
            9   Parent Organization, do you have a sense of how much 
 
           10   money was raised, for example, when you served as the 
 
           11   treasurer? 
 
           12      A.  The first year that I was treasurer by the 
 
           13   year-end, $68,000 had crossed my kitchen table. 
 
           14      Q.  Is that a lot of money to you? 
 
           15      A.  Yes, it was. 
 
           16      Q.  Mrs. Venema, what was that money used for with 
 
           17   respect to the schools? 
 
           18      A.  When I first started at Cathcart as the 
 
           19   treasurer, that had just finished making computer 
 
           20   payments, they had purchased computers for the 
 
           21   classrooms.  They had just made their last payment in 
 
           22   a four-year plan to pay for the computers. 
 
           23      Q.  So that the money raised in these volunteer 
 
           24   fund raisers was used to pay for the computers in the 
 
           25   schools? 
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            1      A.  Yes. 
 
            2      Q.  You talked about four years to pay that off? 
 
            3      A.  Yes.  It took four years to finish paying off 
 
            4   the computers. 
 
            5      Q.  At end of the four-year period, what condition 
 
            6   were the computers in? 
 
            7      A.  Some of them weren't working.  Some of them 
 
            8   were slow.  They were out-dated by that point.  Four 
 
            9   years of technology is a long time. 
 
           10      Q.  Why did the Cathcart Parent Organization have 
 
           11   to raise money for it? 
 
           12          Why didn't the school buy the computers itself? 
 
           13      A.  The school didn't have any money to buy 
 
           14   computers. 
 
           15      Q.  Any other examples of use of the money from the 
 
           16   Cathcart Parent Organization? 
 
           17      A.  We would ask the teachers for requests. 
 
           18          Once we were done paying for the computers, we 
 
           19   had money to spend on the teacher requests.  We would 
 
           20   ask all of the staff to provide us with a request and 
 
           21   we would look at those requests, then approve funds 
 
           22   for those requests that would come up. 
 
           23          Some of the ones that we did, at one point in 
 
           24   time, we were asked to buy globes and maps for the 
 
           25   classrooms.  We were -- math manipulatives, reading 
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            1   books, vacuums. 
 
            2      Q.  Let's talk a little bit more about those. 
 
            3   Vacuums in particular, let me get to that. 
 
            4          What about the globes and the maps.  Did you 
 
            5   actually look at any globes and maps yourself? 
 
            6      A.  Yes. 
 
            7          The globes in my kids' classroom still had USSR 
 
            8   for Russia.  It didn't have the breakdown of all of 
 
            9   the different countries that it now is contained 
 
           10   within those boundaries. 
 
           11      Q.  So for instance, the globes and the maps were 
 
           12   not current? 
 
           13      A.  They were out-dated, yes. 
 
           14      Q.  You mentioned math manipulatives, what kind of 
 
           15   items are those? 
 
           16          What are those about? 
 
           17      A.  When teachers teach math, they like to use 
 
           18   actually hands-on tools, little blocks, little shapes, 
 
           19   things that the kids can actually touch and move and 
 
           20   feel and manipulate, so that they can understand math 
 
           21   better in a different concept. 
 
           22      Q.  These were items, then that were purchased 
 
           23   through funds through the Cathcart Parent 
 
           24   Organization? 
 
           25      A.  Yes, they were. 
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            1      Q.  You mentioned reading books. 
 
            2          Was there a shortage of reading books, or was 
 
            3   the Cathcart Parent Organization purchasing reading 
 
            4   books for the? 
 
            5      A.  The teachers would request the reading books, 
 
            6   because when they have the required reading subjects, 
 
            7   they would like all of the kids to be reading it in 
 
            8   the 6th grade at the same time.  They only had a small 
 
            9   portion for them to do at one time. 
 
           10      Q.  The funds supplemented were able to purchase 
 
           11   the reading books? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, basic reading books that the students were 
 
           13   required to read. 
 
           14      Q.  You mentioned vacuums.  We have to get to the 
 
           15   vacuums.  What is the reason for the funding towards 
 
           16   the vacuums? 
 
           17      A.  At one point they cut janitorial services.  The 
 
           18   teachers didn't like the classrooms not being vacuumed 
 
           19   every night.  We purchased vacuums so they could 
 
           20   vacuum their classrooms every night. 
 
           21      Q.  What about technology, Ms. Venema, did any of 
 
           22   these funds go towards technology, other than what you 
 
           23   have talked about? 
 
           24      A.  A little bit later on, when I was involved in 
 
           25   the -- on the board, we were requested to buy some 
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            1   voice enhancement systems for classrooms because kids 
 
            2   with IEPs, and learning, and hearing problems, weren't 
 
            3   able to hear. 
 
            4          They would have to be sat in one spot in the 
 
            5   classroom.  They asked us to buy, a microphone that 
 
            6   the teacher wears with the speaker either in the 
 
            7   ceiling, or on the wall, then she can talk in a 
 
            8   regular voice and kids can hear it throughout the 
 
            9   classroom.  The teachers doesn't have to raise their 
 
           10   voice.  It helped with kids with hearing difficulties. 
 
           11      Q.  Any other kind of technology or things used in 
 
           12   the classroom? 
 
           13      A.  We also bought document cameras, ELMOs for each 
 
           14   one of the classrooms. 
 
           15      Q.  The items that you just mentioned, some of 
 
           16   these examples, do you consider these to be essential, 
 
           17   basic necessities of the classroom? 
 
           18      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           19      Q.  What about field trips and transportation, did 
 
           20   any of the funds goes towards those types of things? 
 
           21      A.  We had a line item in our budgets for 
 
           22   supplementing the transportation for the field trips. 
 
           23      Q.  You mentioned the teacher requests lists, any 
 
           24   other supplies for teachers? 
 
           25      A.  Another line item in our budget was we would 
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            1   give the teachers $200 a year to spend on things in 
 
            2   their classroom for each classroom teacher. 
 
            3          She could buy, or he could buy, anything from 
 
            4   bins to help organize books, name tags to put down on 
 
            5   their desk for the first day of school, things that 
 
            6   helped them make the learning environment in that 
 
            7   classroom better for the children. 
 
            8      Q.  So that these were materials that the teachers 
 
            9   had bought themselves and reimbursed, or how did that 
 
           10   work? 
 
           11      A.  Yes.  They were required to provide us with the 
 
           12   receipts at the end of the year for the amount of 
 
           13   money that they spent.  We reimbursed them for that. 
 
           14      Q.  For these kinds of supplies and materials, did 
 
           15   you consider these basic or essentials for the 
 
           16   classrooms? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, I did. 
 
           18      Q.  So we have talked a little bit about the 
 
           19   Cathcart Parent Organization.  Did you serve on any 
 
           20   other committees at Cathcart Elementary Schools? 
 
           21      A.  Yes.  I was the parent representative on the 
 
           22   School Improvement Plan for two years. 
 
           23      Q.  Can you tell the Court just a little bit about 
 
           24   that committee, what was the purpose of it? 
 
           25      A.  The principal had put together a core group of 
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            1   teachers and a parent and an educational assistant. 
 
            2   We received five different days of training to help. 
 
            3   The core group would then go back and get the training 
 
            4   and go back and then work with the entire staff to 
 
            5   implement a School Improvement Plan. 
 
            6      Q.  In your implementing curriculum or what exactly 
 
            7   do you mean by the plan? 
 
            8      A.  What we would do is they would look at, like, 
 
            9   writing, math were the two subjects that we ended up 
 
           10   picking, and working on the curriculum and aligning 
 
           11   the curriculum from grade levels, and what were the 
 
           12   best practices and in the different things like that 
 
           13   to help with the School Improvement Plan for the 
 
           14   entire school. 
 
           15      Q.  Mrs. Venema, based upon your experience on the 
 
           16   Cathcart Elementary Schools Improve Plan Committee, 
 
           17   did you get an understanding of the curriculum that 
 
           18   was being employed at Cathcart Elementary Schools? 
 
           19      A.  Yes, I did. 
 
           20      Q.  Did you get an understanding of the importance 
 
           21   of the teacher training by working in this committee? 
 
           22      A.  Yes I did. 
 
           23      Q.  Why is teacher training important? 
 
           24      A.  Just because you are a teach er doesn't mean 
 
           25   that you absolutely know everything out there.  When 
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            1   you are given new curriculum you have to be trained on 
 
            2   it correctly and know the whole curriculum, not just a 
 
            3   few pieces of it.  You have to know the whole thing. 
 
            4   Teachers aren't given the opportunity to learn new 
 
            5   curriculum. 
 
            6      Q.  Mrs. Venema, did you get an understanding of 
 
            7   the State's educational standards by working on this 
 
            8   committee? 
 
            9      A.  Yes, I did. 
 
           10      Q.  I will have you take a look at Trial Exhibit 
 
           11   here, Exhibit 144. 
 
           12          Mrs. Venema, I put in front of you an exhibit 
 
           13   that was previously admitted into evidence in this 
 
           14   case.  It is Trial Exhibit 144. 
 
           15          It is a printout from the OSPI website, which is 
 
           16   the Washington State office of the Superintendent of 
 
           17   Public Instruction. 
 
           18          At the top of the page there it says: 
 
           19          "Washington State Standards, Essential Academic 
 
           20   Learning Requirements and Grade Level Expectations." 
 
           21      Do you see that? 
 
           22      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           23      Q.  Do you see the four number provisions there 
 
           24   with the first paragraph, read with comprehension 
 
           25   write effective, and communicate successfully? 
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            1      A.  Yes. 
 
            2      Q.  Do you see the short paragraph right below the 
 
            3   four numbered paragraphs there, in the last sentence 
 
            4   says -- it refers again to the Essential Academic 
 
            5   Learning Requirements, the EALRs. 
 
            6          It concludes with the sentence:  "These 
 
            7      standards define what all students should know and 
 
            8      be able to do at each grade level"? 
 
            9      A.  Yes, I see that. 
 
           10      Q.  Are these the State standards that you are 
 
           11   referring to earlier with respect to your work on the 
 
           12   Improvement Plan Committee? 
 
           13      A.  Yes. 
 
           14      Q.  As a parent, and someone, who has volunteered 
 
           15   on the committees at your kids's schools, do you think 
 
           16   that it is important for your kids to meet these 
 
           17   standards? 
 
           18      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           19      Q.  Do you think that it is important for your kids 
 
           20   to have the knowledge and the skills that children 
 
           21   need to compete in the 21st century to enter into the 
 
           22   work force and attend college? 
 
           23      A.  Absolutely. 
 
           24      Q.  Mrs. Venema, have you been involved in any 
 
           25   other committee or organization involving your kids' 
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            1   schools in Snohomish. 
 
            2      A.  Yes. 
 
            3          I was a member of the Citizens Advisory 
 
            4   Facilities -- Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee. 
 
            5   I was a member of the Citizens for Snohomish Schools. 
 
            6   I am - there was a transportation committee, I am 
 
            7   currently sitting on. 
 
            8          I am also the president, co-president of Glacier 
 
            9   Peak High School Parent Organization. 
 
           10      Q.  You mentioned the Snohomish City Advisor 
 
           11   Committee, did I state that right -- 
 
           12      A.  Yes. 
 
           13      Q.  -- all of these are volunteers; is that right? 
 
           14      A.  Yes, volunteer jobs. 
 
           15      Q.  Why did you get involved with the Snohomish 
 
           16   City Facilities Advisory Committee? 
 
           17      A.  Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee. 
 
           18      Q.  Yes, that committee; why did you get involved 
 
           19   with that committee? 
 
           20      A.  Our schools in our district were in pretty bad 
 
           21   shape.  The school board had asked for volunteers to 
 
           22   submit applications to form a committee to look at all 
 
           23   of the facilities in the district and implement a plan 
 
           24   of attack to work on the facilities for the district. 
 
           25      Q.  As part of your work on that committee, did you 
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            1   personally visit your kids' schools and the facilities 
 
            2   in the district? 
 
            3      A.  Yes.  I visited every school within the 
 
            4   district during my time on that committee. 
 
            5      Q.  What general observations did you make about 
 
            6   what you observed? 
 
            7      A.  The schools in our district were dilapidated, 
 
            8   over-crowded, in some cases should have been 
 
            9   condemned. 
 
           10      Q.  Can you give an example from a school that your 
 
           11   children were attending? 
 
           12      A.  When we went through Valley View Middle School, 
 
           13   where both of my children attended Middle School.  I 
 
           14   was amazed that there was only one girls' bathroom in 
 
           15   the main building.  The building housed seven to eight 
 
           16   hundred kids.  It was one bathroom with five stalls. 
 
           17      Q.  One bathroom with five stalls for seven or 
 
           18   eight hundred kids? 
 
           19      A.  Yes. 
 
           20      Q.  How did that make you feel as a parent? 
 
           21      A.  Concerned, annoyed and -- not very happy. 
 
           22      Q.  Why not just build new schools or replace the 
 
           23   equipment? 
 
           24      A.  We didn't have the money at the time. 
 
           25      Q.  After serving on the committee and observing 
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            1   the types of things, what did you do next what 
 
            2   organization, I think that you mentioned another 
 
            3   Citizens for Snohomish Schools? 
 
            4      A.  Citizen for Snohomish Schools asked me to join. 
 
            5   It is the committee that runs the bonds and the levies 
 
            6   for the district. 
 
            7          The district can only provide factual 
 
            8   information.  There is a citizens' committee that 
 
            9   actually runs the campaign for those bonds and levies. 
 
           10      Q.  How did you get involved in that, did you 
 
           11   volunteer? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, I was asked by a community member to 
 
           13   volunteer to be on that committee. 
 
           14      Q.  So based on your work on this committee, did 
 
           15   you develop an understanding of the financial posture 
 
           16   and background of levies and bonds in Snohomish? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, I did. 
 
           18      Q.  What was that understanding or background that 
 
           19   you developed; what happened with the bonds? 
 
           20      A.  Snohomish School District had a very hard time 
 
           21   passing bonds.  It actually suffered a double levy 
 
           22   failure in the mid '90s. 
 
           23      Q.  Based on your experience on the Citizen for 
 
           24   Snohomish Schools, did you find the levy and bond 
 
           25   process an easy one? 
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            1      A.  No. 
 
            2      Q.  Why was that? 
 
            3      A.  The tax base in Snohomish School District is 
 
            4   very little business and the majority of the burden 
 
            5   falls on the homeowner at this point. 
 
            6      Q.  So can you give the Court some examples of the 
 
            7   kind of things that you were doing on this committee 
 
            8   for bonds? 
 
            9          What kind of work were you doing day-to-day? 
 
           10      A.  We would put up phone banks to make phone 
 
           11   calls.  We would do post cards to mail.  We made signs 
 
           12   to put in people's yards, door belling things.  We 
 
           13   would also have to raise funds for committee. 
 
           14          So we would have to go out and solicit donations 
 
           15   for the committee itself to have money to run our 
 
           16   campaigns. 
 
           17      Q.  Without going through the whole history, I want 
 
           18   some examples, did you try to pass a bond in 2008? 
 
           19      A.  We failed our first bond in 2008. 
 
           20      Q.  What about levy campaigns, did you try to pass 
 
           21   a levy in 2006? 
 
           22      A.  We failed our first attempt at our levy in 
 
           23   2006. 
 
           24      Q.  Bonds and levies are local dollars; is that 
 
           25   right? 
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            1      A.  Yes, they are local dollars. 
 
            2      Q.  Based on your work for the Citizens for 
 
            3   Snohomish Schools, do you consider these sources of 
 
            4   funds to be stable and dependable? 
 
            5      A.  No, they are not. 
 
            6      Q.  In your experience, has some of the levy money 
 
            7   gone to essential services? 
 
            8      A.  Yes, they do. 
 
            9      Q.  Mrs. Venema, I think that you mentioned one 
 
           10   other committee, the Glacier Peak High School Parent 
 
           11   Organization? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, Glacier Peak. 
 
           13      Q.  What is your current position on that? 
 
           14      A.  I am the co-president. 
 
           15      Q.  With respect to that role, do you serve on any 
 
           16   other committees? 
 
           17      A.  The Transportation Committee I am currently 
 
           18   sitting on the for the School District. 
 
           19      Q.  Based upon your work on the committee, 
 
           20   Transportation Committee, do you have an opinion 
 
           21   whether the transportation is underfunded in your 
 
           22   kids's school district? 
 
           23      A.  Yes, it is underfunded. 
 
           24      Q.  Why do you say that? 
 
           25      A.  The State reimburses transportation for a mild 
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            1   radius as the crow flies.  Because we are such a rural 
 
            2   district, very few kids in most of our schools 
 
            3   actually can drive as the crow flies. 
 
            4          It is more than a mile, but they don't get 
 
            5   reimbursed for that.  I am sorry, they live within the 
 
            6   mile, but they can't actually walk that mile.  So they 
 
            7   have to actually be picked up. 
 
            8          So that the School District uses local levy 
 
            9   dollars to pay for the transportation for those kids 
 
           10   that live within that mile radius that the State 
 
           11   doesn't reimburse for. 
 
           12      Q.  Based upon your experience, is there any other 
 
           13   safety issues that you have observed? 
 
           14      A.  Most of our streets and our community don't 
 
           15   have sidewalks. 
 
           16      Q.  You said local levy dollars are being used on 
 
           17   transportation; is that right? 
 
           18      A.  Yes, that is correct. 
 
           19      Q.  Mrs. Venema, let's talk a little bit about your 
 
           20   children.  You have two children, Halie, your daughter 
 
           21   and, Robbie, your son? 
 
           22      A.  Yes. 
 
           23      Q.  Did I get that right? 
 
           24          So let's first talk about your daughter, Halie. 
 
           25   You said she is a senior in high school? 
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            1      A.  Yes. 
 
            2      Q.  Let's start from the beginning.  Did she attend 
 
            3   a preschool? 
 
            4      A.  She attended three years of preschool. 
 
            5      Q.  That was a private preschool? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, it was. 
 
            7      Q.  What about kindergarten? 
 
            8      A.  She attended kindergarten at Maltby Elementary 
 
            9   Schools in the School District. 
 
           10      Q.  Was that half day or full day? 
 
           11      A.  It was half day. 
 
           12      Q.  From kindergarten, then where did she go next 
 
           13   for elementary school? 
 
           14      A.  Between kindergarten and elementary school, we 
 
           15   moved into Snohomish School District. 
 
           16          She started at the Cathcart Elementary School in 
 
           17   Snohomish School District in her 1st grade year. 
 
           18      Q.  Cathcart is what you were talking about with 
 
           19   respect to your work in the committees? 
 
           20      A.  Yes. 
 
           21      Q.  During Halie's time at Cathcart Elementary 
 
           22   School, based upon your observations as a parent, did 
 
           23   you start to have any concerns about Halie's 
 
           24   education? 
 
           25      A.  It wasn't until the 5th grade that we started 
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            1   having concerns about her math abilities at this 
 
            2   point. 
 
            3      Q.  Was she struggling a little bit, math as a 5th 
 
            4   grade? 
 
            5      A.  In 5th grade she started to show signs of 
 
            6   struggling in math, yes. 
 
            7      Q.  What about 6th grade, how was she doing in math 
 
            8   in 6th grade? 
 
            9      A.  We start, we were still seeing signs of her 
 
           10   struggling.  We were still having concerns with that 
 
           11   issue. 
 
           12      Q.  Based upon your work with the Cathcart School 
 
           13   Improvement Committee, did you have an understanding 
 
           14   of the math curriculum that was being used at Cathcart 
 
           15   for Halie? 
 
           16      A.  Yes. 
 
           17          When I was a member of that committee, my 
 
           18   understanding was that they had received new 
 
           19   curriculum, which was to be implemented in the 5th 
 
           20   grade. 
 
           21          Her 5th grade teacher at that point was not 
 
           22   teaching it. 
 
           23          Her 6th grade teacher was teaching it, but had 
 
           24   not been fully trained on the curriculum at that 
 
           25   point. 
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            1      Q.  Did you yourself see the curriculum? 
 
            2      A.  Yes.  My observations working with the kids in 
 
            3   the classrooms that I had seen the old textbooks plus 
 
            4   the new textbooks. 
 
            5      Q.  Do you believe that this had an impact on 
 
            6   Halie's development of her math skills? 
 
            7      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
            8      Q.  What about work at home, did you and your 
 
            9   husband try to work with her at home on that? 
 
           10      A.  Yes. 
 
           11          We, you know, provided her with the flash cards. 
 
           12   We provided her with The Little Leap Frog, 
 
           13   manipulative tools that they can use to help them to 
 
           14   work on the math facts. 
 
           15          We provided her with the space to do her 
 
           16   homework, making sure that he got her homework done, 
 
           17   with any kind of help that we could provide with the 
 
           18   homework itself.  We worked with her on that. 
 
           19      Q.  In your opinion, was she getting the help that 
 
           20   he needed in school? 
 
           21      A.  No, she was not. 
 
           22      Q.  What about 7th grade -- you talk about 6th 
 
           23   grade, when she was moved into the 7th grade did she 
 
           24   have appropriate materials in that? 
 
           25      A.  When she started her 7th grade year at math, 
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            1   there was not enough textbooks to start the year off 
 
            2   with.  They were sharing textbooks. 
 
            3      Q.  At this point was she still struggling in math? 
 
            4      A.  We were still showing concerns with her math. 
 
            5   We always on -- that was always on our radar with 
 
            6   that, with her math. 
 
            7      Q.  What kind of math curriculum was she working at 
 
            8   this point on the 7th grade? 
 
            9          Was this something that you could help her out 
 
           10   at home? 
 
           11      A.  No.  It was called connected math.  Actually, 
 
           12   we couldn't help her with it.  It was a math that we 
 
           13   hadn't either one seen. 
 
           14      Q.  So that the new math that you didn't know? 
 
           15      A.  New math that we didn't know what to do with. 
 
           16      Q.  How did that make you feel as a parent? 
 
           17      A.  I was amazed that I couldn't help my 7th grader 
 
           18   with her math.  I could understand if it was 
 
           19   trigonometry, but she was in 7th grade and I couldn't 
 
           20   help her. 
 
           21      Q.  Did Halie pass the 7th grade WASL? 
 
           22      A.  No, she did not pass the 7th grade math WASL. 
 
           23      Q.  Not passing math, how did that make you feel as 
 
           24   a parent about the education that Halie was receiving? 
 
           25      A.  I didn't feel that she was receiving the 
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            1   education that she needed, obviously, to pass the math 
 
            2   WASL. 
 
            3      Q.  What about the 8th Grade, did you take any 
 
            4   steps as Halie went into 8th grade, with respect to 
 
            5   the math? 
 
            6      A.  At the beginning of the school year, we met 
 
            7   with the principal and her math teacher.  We sat down 
 
            8   and talked about what we could do. 
 
            9          Their suggestion was to wait for the first 
 
           10   couple of weeks and see what happens, when her tests 
 
           11   -- her first tests or quiz came back.  If she was 
 
           12   still showing signs of not doing well on her tests, 
 
           13   that we should put her in with the teacher. 
 
           14          He would come in and work with kids before 
 
           15   school started.  And she could come in before 
 
           16   school -- I would drive her to school, and she would 
 
           17   work with him a couple mornings a week on math. 
 
           18      Q.  Was that teacher providing -- was he 
 
           19   volunteering the time, or part of his job? 
 
           20          What was the arrangement there? 
 
           21      A.  At that point it was before his time started. 
 
           22   He was volunteering his time. 
 
           23      Q.  How did that arrangement go?  Did Halie get the 
 
           24   help that she needed through that arrangement? 
 
           25      A.  It started off okay.  But then further into the 
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            1   quarter that they got, he was getting more and more 
 
            2   students.  He taught three different levels of math. 
 
            3          He was helping students in 7th Grade math and 
 
            4   algebra and prealgebra.  So she was not getting the 
 
            5   one-on-one attention that we thought that she was 
 
            6   going to be getting with him.  So we didn't continue 
 
            7   with that. 
 
            8      Q.  At this point, did you have an opinion about 
 
            9   whether she was getting the help that she needed in 
 
           10   the public school in math in the eighth grade? 
 
           11      A.  No, she did not. 
 
           12      Q.  After what did you do next? 
 
           13      A.  In the 8th Grade, after we exhausted that and 
 
           14   it wasn't working, we went ahead and hired a private 
 
           15   tutor. 
 
           16      Q.  You paid for that? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, we paid for that. 
 
           18      Q.  Did that help at all? 
 
           19      A.  It helped a little bit.  She was -- she worked 
 
           20   well with the tutor.  But she was so far behind by the 
 
           21   end of the year, we were still very concerned about 
 
           22   what she was getting from the math. 
 
           23      Q.   What about 9th grade, did Halie have a 
 
           24   textbook in 9th grade? 
 
           25      A.  Again, she started the 9th grade year in 
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            1   algebra with no textbooks for the classroom in 35 
 
            2   kids. 
 
            3      Q.  Would help -- without getting the textbooks, 
 
            4   what did the students do? 
 
            5      A.  The teacher would make copies of an existing 
 
            6   textbook that they had and working off of work sheets 
 
            7   at that point. 
 
            8      Q.  Did Halie express any frustration to you as a 
 
            9   mom at this situation in 9th grade? 
 
           10      A.  At this point Halie knew that she was having 
 
           11   issues in math.  She was concerned, because now she is 
 
           12   in a classroom with no textbooks and 35 kids.  She is 
 
           13   already struggling. 
 
           14          Yes, she was concerned herself. 
 
           15      Q.  How did that make you feel as a parent? 
 
           16      A.  I was angry. 
 
           17      Q.  Was that an environment conducive to learning 
 
           18   in your opinion? 
 
           19      A.  No, it was not. 
 
           20      Q.  10th grade, let's talk about 10th grade, did 
 
           21   Halie pass the WASL in the 10th grade? 
 
           22      A.  No, she do not pass the 10th grade WASL. 
 
           23      Q.  What part of it? 
 
           24      A.  Her math. 
 
           25      Q.  Math again? 
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            1      A.  Math WASL again. 
 
            2      Q.  How did that make you feel, as a mom, after all 
 
            3   of these efforts? 
 
            4      A.  I didn't know what to do at this point. 
 
            5          I mean, she is not going to pass the math WASL. 
 
            6   We started figuring out what we were going to work on. 
 
            7   I was still angry with the whole situation. 
 
            8      Q.  Mrs. Venema, is Halie involved in any sports? 
 
            9      A.  Yes. 
 
           10          Halie is currently on the swim and dive team for 
 
           11   Glacier Peak High School. 
 
           12      Q.  When did she get involved with the swim and the 
 
           13   dive team? 
 
           14      A.  She joined that team as a freshman in high 
 
           15   school. 
 
           16      Q.  Does she have a current position on that team? 
 
           17      A.  She co-captain of the team right now. 
 
           18      Q.  She enjoys that then? 
 
           19      A.  Yes, she does. 
 
           20      Q.  Based upon your experience as a parent, have 
 
           21   Halie's sports and activities been important to her 
 
           22   education? 
 
           23      A.  Yes, it has. 
 
           24      Q.  Why do you say that? 
 
           25      A.  I think that activities and the sports keep 
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            1   kids focused.  They keep them involved in something 
 
            2   positive, outside of the school day. 
 
            3          And it is just a good thing for kids to 
 
            4   experience that in a differ setting. 
 
            5      Q.  Do you have to pay for Halie to participate in 
 
            6   the school sports? 
 
            7      A.  Yes.  We have $100 athletic fee for her to 
 
            8   participate in the sport. 
 
            9      Q.  How about coaches, have you made any financial 
 
           10   contributions to Halie's coaching? 
 
           11      A.  During this last budget crisis that we had, 
 
           12   when they cut the budget, we -- the district ended up 
 
           13   cutting the diving coach's position. 
 
           14          So over the summertime we raised $9600 to save 
 
           15   the coach for both the boys and the girls teams. 
 
           16      Q.  That was local money from parents and fund 
 
           17   raising? 
 
           18      A.  Yes, we actually had car washes and had a golf 
 
           19   tournament to raise that money. 
 
           20      Q.  Are you able to save the coaches' positions? 
 
           21      A.  Yes, we were. 
 
           22               THE COURT:  Mr. Emch, we are at the noon 
 
           23   hour at this time. 
 
           24               We are going to take our noon recess at 
 
           25   this time.  We will resume with Ms. Venema's testimony 
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            1   beginning at 1:30. 
 
            2               The Court will be in recess. 
 
            3               THE CLERK:  All rise.  Court is in recess. 
 
            4 
 
            5               (Court was recessed.) 
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            1                   P R O C E E D I N G S 
 
            2                   (Afternoon session.  Open court.) 
 
            3               THE BAILIFF:  All rise. 
 
            4               THE COURT:  Good afternoon.  Please be 
 
            5   seated.  We are back on the record.  We will proceed 
 
            6   with direct examination of Ms. Venema. 
 
            7               MR. EMCH:  Thank you, your Honor. 
 
            8   BY MR. EMCH: 
 
            9      Q.  (Continued.)  Ms. Venema, before the break, we 
 
           10   were talking about the transportation and your work on 
 
           11   the transportation committee. 
 
           12          Do you remember that? 
 
           13      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           14      Q.  You said -- correct me if I am wrong -- you 
 
           15   said that there is a lack of sidewalks in your area, 
 
           16   in your district; is that right? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, the majority of our School District is 
 
           18   rural.  There are very few roads that actually have 
 
           19   sidewalks. 
 
           20      Q.  So without transportation to school, with the 
 
           21   kids or minors, have to walk in areas that lack 
 
           22   sidewalks? 
 
           23      A.  Yes, they would. 
 
           24      Q.  Would sometimes, could that mean that little 
 
           25   kids or minors are walking in the dark during certain 
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            1   parts of the year? 
 
            2      A.  Yes, during certain parts of the year, they 
 
            3   could be as well. 
 
            4      Q.  Is that a safety issue as a parent of these 
 
            5   various committees? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
            7      Q.  I believe that you said -- correct me if I am 
 
            8   wrong -- the State doesn't fund for transportation to 
 
            9   school within a one mile radius of the school as a 
 
           10   crow flies; is that right? 
 
           11      A.  Yes, that is my understanding. 
 
           12      Q.  Based upon your experience, can sometimes the 
 
           13   actual distance to school be more than one mile? 
 
           14      A.  Yes. 
 
           15          Where we live, you could actually be within the 
 
           16   one mile radius as the crow flies, but actually to 
 
           17   drive there with the roads and the ravines and 
 
           18   everything that you have to go around, it is more like 
 
           19   four miles to get there. 
 
           20      Q.  The State wouldn't fund someone living within a 
 
           21   mile, but it, actually, could be, for example, four 
 
           22   miles to school or more? 
 
           23      A.  Yes, it could be. 
 
           24      Q.  How is the School District trying to resolve 
 
           25   this problem? 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
  
                                                                   2141 
 
 
 
            1      A.  Our School District uses local levy dollars to 
 
            2   supplement the transportation, to make sure that 
 
            3   children get to school in a safe manner. 
 
            4      Q.   Local levy dollars are used to address safety 
 
            5   issues with the sidewalks in your kids? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, they are. 
 
            7      Q.  For the record, we are talking about your 
 
            8   daughter, Halie, and let's get a little more 
 
            9   information about your son, Robbie. 
 
           10          Robbie just completed middle school; is that 
 
           11   correct? 
 
           12      A.  That is correct. 
 
           13      Q.  Could you tell the Court a little bit about 
 
           14   Middle School experience and his learning environment. 
 
           15      A.  The middle school that Robbie attended had over 
 
           16   800 students in it.  It was built for 600.  It was 
 
           17   over-crowded and old and not in good condition. 
 
           18      Q.  Was that based upon your observations a parent 
 
           19   and someone working on the various committees? 
 
           20      A.  Yes, and the time that I spent in the schools 
 
           21   as well. 
 
           22      Q.  How about the core facilities, how were the 
 
           23   core facilities at Robbie's Middle School? 
 
           24      A.  In the case of the a Middle School, or any 
 
           25   school that is overly crowded, you can always bring in 
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            1   portables and put them up portables around the 
 
            2   exterior of the school buildings. 
 
            3          But the core facilities, such as the lunchroom, 
 
            4   the bathroom facilities and the library, any of the 
 
            5   core facilities that have to accommodate all of 
 
            6   students, that is where the burden of it really falls 
 
            7   on too. 
 
            8          In the case of Robbie, he ended up at both years 
 
            9   he was at Middle School having lunch at 10:15 in the 
 
           10   morning, because to accommodate that many students 
 
           11   having lunch in a small facility, they had to start at 
 
           12   10:15 and end at 11:45.  And usually he is eating 
 
           13   breakfast at 10:15 -- or eating lunch at 10:15 in the 
 
           14   morning. 
 
           15      Q.  What time did your son Robbie arrive at school? 
 
           16      A.  School started at 7:30. 
 
           17      Q.  Eating lunch the a 10:15? 
 
           18      A.  Yes. 
 
           19      Q.  How did that make you feel as a parent? 
 
           20      A.  I -- you know, I just couldn't believe, because 
 
           21   there was no way that he was hungry at 10:15 -- he may 
 
           22   have been hungry for a snack, but not for lunch. 
 
           23      Q.  What about Robbie's experience in the school 
 
           24   itself? 
 
           25      A.  Again, one of the core facilities of the school 
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            1   is the hallways.  When your trying to transport that 
 
            2   many kids from first period to second period all the 
 
            3   way to 6 period, the hallways got really crowded. 
 
            4          They provided them with lockers, but the lockers 
 
            5   were small, as well to get to 1st period to 2nd period 
 
            6   and get to his locker in between, with the crowded 
 
            7   hallways, he couldn't do it.  So he had to carry his 
 
            8   school book his binders and all of his supplies in his 
 
            9   backpack. 
 
           10          You wouldn't think that it that was a big deal, 
 
           11   but his backpack he carried weighed 25 pounds and he 
 
           12   only weighed 100. 
 
           13      Q.  So he was weighing 100 pounds and he was 
 
           14   carrying a backpack of 25 pounds? 
 
           15      A.  Yes, he was. 
 
           16      Q.  How many hours a day did he have to do? 
 
           17      A.  He took it on the bus with him in the morning 
 
           18   and he came home with it at night. 
 
           19      Q.  Could his looker accommodate all of his 
 
           20   textbooks and his backpack? 
 
           21      A.  Not all of it, no. 
 
           22      Q.  How did that make you feel as a parent, with 
 
           23   your son carrying around a backpack load like that? 
 
           24      A.  I was, it wasn't good.  He complained about it 
 
           25   all of the time.  When he hit the back-door, literally 
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            1   his butt was dragging, between having breakfast or 
 
            2   snack early, then hitting the back-door carrying a 
 
            3   backpack that heavy, he was a tired little kid. 
 
            4      Q.  Based upon your observation as a parent, did it 
 
            5   affect his energy level at school? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, definitely, especially by the end of the 
 
            7   day. 
 
            8      Q.  Did it impact him physically? 
 
            9      A.  I would have to say at some point in time, yes, 
 
           10   it did affect him physically. 
 
           11      Q.  He was tired of course? 
 
           12      A.  He was tired, of course.  You can't expect a 
 
           13   kid, he is not a big kid, carrying around that much 
 
           14   weight, for at least six to eight hours a day. 
 
           15      Q.  Mrs. Venema, did you and your husband have to 
 
           16   pay for any Robbie's school supplies and materials in 
 
           17   the Middle School? 
 
           18      A.  Yes.  We had lab fees for shop or science. 
 
           19   They require them to wear PE clothes and we had to 
 
           20   purchase the PE clothes. 
 
           21      Q.  Mrs. Venema, do you think that your son, 
 
           22   Robbie, is being provided with a realistic and 
 
           23   effective opportunity to get the education and the 
 
           24   knowledge and the skills reflected in Trial Exhibit 
 
           25   144 in front you, there, the State standards and 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
  
                                                                   2145 
 
 
 
            1   essential academic learning requirements? 
 
            2      A.  No, he is not. 
 
            3      Q.  Do you think that your daughter, Halie, has 
 
            4   been provided with a realistic and effective 
 
            5   opportunity to get the education and knowledge and the 
 
            6   skills reflected in Trial Exhibit 144? 
 
            7      A.  No, she is not. 
 
            8      Q.  Mrs. Venema, are you generally aware of the 
 
            9   Seattle School District case and what year that came 
 
           10   out? 
 
           11      A.  Yes, I am. 
 
           12      Q.  What year did that come out? 
 
           13      A.  1978. 
 
           14      Q.  Where were you in 1978? 
 
           15      A.  I was in high school. 
 
           16      Q.  In this case that we are here about today was 
 
           17   filed in 2007.  Where was Halie in school in 2007? 
 
           18      A.  She was in high school. 
 
           19      Q.  Does that mean anything to you, the fact that 
 
           20   you were in 1978, and your daughter was in high school 
 
           21   in this case? 
 
           22      A.  Yes. 
 
           23          A whole generation has passed and we haven't 
 
           24   done a thing about it for Basic Education. 
 
           25      Q.  How does that make you feel as a parent? 
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            1      A.  I am angry. 
 
            2          It is frustrating to do what I do, and sit up 
 
            3   here and not see anything for all of that work. 
 
            4      Q.  How does it make you feel about the condition 
 
            5   of education in the Washington public schools? 
 
            6      A.  I am saddened by it. 
 
            7      Q.  Why are you here today, Mrs. Venema? 
 
            8      A.  Because I think that every child in the State 
 
            9   deserves a Basic Education, to the State's ability to 
 
           10   pay, and they are -- what they say that they are 
 
           11   supposed to do and they are not doing it. 
 
           12          They didn't do it when I was in school.  They 
 
           13   are still not doing it today. 
 
           14      Q.  Do you think that all kids deserve the 
 
           15   education that is reflected on Trial Exhibit 144? 
 
           16      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           17               MR. EMCH:  Thank you.  That is all I have 
 
           18   for you. 
 
           19               THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Emch. 
 
           20               We will have cross examination by 
 
           21   Ms. Bashaw at this time. 
 
           22                 CROSS EXAMINATION 
 
           23 
 
           24   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           25      Q.  Good afternoon. 
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            1          I would like to touch back first on some of the 
 
            2   testimony that you have provided regarding Halie's 
 
            3   math struggles that you have described. 
 
            4          If I understand correctly that occurred in her 
 
            5   5th or 6th grade -- 
 
            6      A.  That was. 
 
            7      Q.  -- when she started to struggle? 
 
            8      A.  Yes. 
 
            9      Q.  Before that she was doing fine in math? 
 
           10      A.  She passed her 4th grade WASL in math, yes. 
 
           11      Q.  She had also gone to preschool? 
 
           12      A.  Yes. 
 
           13      Q.  She had gone to kindergarten? 
 
           14      A.  Yes. 
 
           15      Q.  Robbie also went to preschool and he went to 
 
           16   all-day kindergarten; right? 
 
           17      A.  No.  Robbie went to half day kindergarten as 
 
           18   well. 
 
           19      Q.  He went to half-day as well. 
 
           20          You described, I think, briefly that with Halie 
 
           21   you tried to work with the teachers around her math 
 
           22   struggles? 
 
           23      A.  Yes.  We started working with the teachers, 
 
           24   when we started noticing her struggles in math. 
 
           25      Q.  So what exactly did you do? 
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            1      A.  We met with them.  We talked with them.  We 
 
            2   found out ways that we could help her at home.  We, 
 
            3   you know, started implementing some of those things. 
 
            4      Q.  So you helped her at home. 
 
            5          Didn't the teachers also, at the public school, 
 
            6   provide some additional assistance to Halie? 
 
            7      A.  Not until her 8th grade year. 
 
            8      Q.  Isn't it true, though, that her math 
 
            9   difficulties didn't start until about the 7th grade? 
 
           10      A.  When she failed the math WASL is when it became 
 
           11   evident how much struggle math had been to her at that 
 
           12   point. 
 
           13          When you test from 4th to 7th grade, there is 
 
           14   three years in between there.  We noticed struggles in 
 
           15   the 5th and 6th grades and they were evident by the 
 
           16   7th grade. 
 
           17      Q.  But you didn't see it as something that she 
 
           18   really needed assistance with, or additional 
 
           19   assistance with until she reached 7th grade? 
 
           20      A.  Correct. 
 
           21      Q.  Prior to that, none of her teachers had 
 
           22   recommended that she would repeat any of her math 
 
           23   courses? 
 
           24      A.  No. 
 
           25      Q.  None of the teachers had recommended that she 
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            1   would be held back in any of her grades? 
 
            2      A.  No. 
 
            3      Q.  So she progressed normally, as a child would 
 
            4   from 1st to 2nd and 3rd and so forth? 
 
            5      A.  Yes, she did. 
 
            6      Q.  She has progressed all the way through, now, up 
 
            7   to her senior year on a normal progression? 
 
            8      A.  No. 
 
            9          She finished 10th grade math, did not pass the 
 
           10   WASL, and last year took a Collections of Evidence 
 
           11   class to get her to the point where she received her 
 
           12   equivalency to the WASL. 
 
           13      Q.  Why don't you tell the Court what Collection of 
 
           14   Evidence is? 
 
           15      A.  The Collection of Evidence math class is for 
 
           16   kids, who are not passing the WASL, whether it would 
 
           17   be in English or in math. 
 
           18          They take the year and they work on different 
 
           19   packets and projects throughout the year that are sent 
 
           20   to the State, then and graded, to show that the kids 
 
           21   know what, if any, what the content of the WASL would 
 
           22   be. 
 
           23          It is not actually taking the test.  It is a 
 
           24   portfolio of information to show that they know the 
 
           25   information.  The State then grades it and then deems 
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            1   whether or not they have successfully filled their 
 
            2   WASL requirement. 
 
            3      Q.  Halie successfully met the WASL requirement 
 
            4   then through this Collection of Evidence method? 
 
            5      A.  Yes, she has successfully done that. 
 
            6      Q.  Now, during the time that Halie was struggling 
 
            7   with math, I think that you indicated that you had 
 
            8   gotten a tutor for her? 
 
            9      A.  Yes, we did. 
 
           10      Q.  When was that? 
 
           11      A.  That was approximately in November or December 
 
           12   of her 8th grade year. 
 
           13      Q.  By the end of working with the tutors, she 
 
           14   actually improved her math abilities? 
 
           15      A.  Somewhat, yes. 
 
           16      Q.  Following that, she then moved -- at this point 
 
           17   it is algebra that we are talking about that she was 
 
           18   taking? 
 
           19      A.  Yes. 
 
           20      Q.  So from algebra she moved on then to geometry? 
 
           21      A.  Yes. 
 
           22      Q.  The teacher thought, one of her teachers 
 
           23   thought that she would be do better in geometry, 
 
           24   because of her ability to have more clarity in her 
 
           25   mind, if you will, with the geometric-type concepts? 
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            1      A.  Yes. 
 
            2      Q.  She turned out to struggle in geometry as well; 
 
            3   right? 
 
            4      A.  Yes, she did. 
 
            5      Q.  You were receiving assistance from the teachers 
 
            6   for geometry, before and after school? 
 
            7      A.  Yes. 
 
            8      Q.  You had received some assistance from the 
 
            9   teachers before and after school for the algebra as 
 
           10   well? 
 
           11      A.  Yes, we have. 
 
           12      Q.  But you also then took the next step to hire a 
 
           13   tutor to help her with geometry? 
 
           14      A.  Yes, we paid for a tutor to help her do that. 
 
           15      Q.  Still, even with all of that support, she was 
 
           16   not able to pass the 10th grade WASL? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, that's right. 
 
           18      Q.  Now, one of the things that I believe that you 
 
           19   noticed that helped Halie absorb information was 
 
           20   whether she had a connection with her teacher or not? 
 
           21      A.  Yes. 
 
           22      Q.  So that the more connected with her teacher, 
 
           23   the better she would do? 
 
           24      A.  It seems to be that way, yes. 
 
           25      Q.  Now, she also took French at some point, 
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            1   sophomore year, I believe? 
 
            2      A.  Yes, your right. 
 
            3      Q.  She flunked French? 
 
            4      A.  Yes, she did. 
 
            5      Q.  She didn't like French? 
 
            6      A.  She didn't like French or the teacher, no. 
 
            7      Q.  She found it too hard? 
 
            8      A.  I am making that assumption, that, yes, she 
 
            9   did. 
 
           10      Q.  She didn't think that she was any good at it? 
 
           11      A.  Yes.  She was a typical teenager at that point 
 
           12   in time. 
 
           13      Q.  Let's just take a look, if we could at Exhibit 
 
           14   1008. 
 
           15               MS. BASHAW:  May I approach, your Honor. 
 
           16               THE COURT:  You may. 
 
           17   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           18      Q.  (Continuing) Do you recognize Exhibit 1008, 
 
           19   Mrs. Venema? 
 
           20      A.  Yes. 
 
           21      Q.  This is a compilation of some of Halie's school 
 
           22   records? 
 
           23      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
           24               MS. BASHAW:  Respondents offer Exhibit 
 
           25   1008. 
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            1               THE COURT:  Exhibit 1008 is offered. 
 
            2               MR. EMCH:  We don't have an objection to 
 
            3   the content of those documents, but it is one of those 
 
            4   subject to the Protective Order. 
 
            5               THE COURT:  All right.  If this is an 
 
            6   exhibit which is going to be scanned? 
 
            7               THE CLERK:  No.  The exhibits are stored in 
 
            8   hard copy form downstairs and an Order sealing can be 
 
            9   done to seal individual exhibits. 
 
           10               THE COURT:  I think that it just needs to 
 
           11   be probably redacted rather than sealed.  But we will 
 
           12   make arrangements before the exhibits are sent to the 
 
           13   exhibit room, it will either be the exhibit is sealed 
 
           14   or redacted so that Halie's name is not reflected on 
 
           15   the document. 
 
           16               MR. EMCH:  Thank you, your Honor, and we 
 
           17   are treating the McCleary documents the same way. 
 
           18               THE COURT:  Exactly. 
 
           19               MR. EMCH:  Thank you very much. 
 
           20               THE COURT:  Subject to protective order and 
 
           21   to appropriate privacy information, personal 
 
           22   identification information, of the redacted Exhibit 
 
           23   1008 is admitted. 
 
           24          ( Exhibit No. 1008 received in evidence.) 
 
           25 
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            1      Q.  So looking at the first page of Exhibit 1008, 
 
            2   this is a test report based on the Iowa tests basic 
 
            3   skills for Halie for the 3rd grade? 
 
            4      A.  Yes. 
 
            5      Q.  Is it your understanding -- what year is this? 
 
            6    -- about 2001 it looks like. 
 
            7      A.  Yes, I am not -- 
 
            8      Q.  If you look in the very first box on the 
 
            9   right-hand side at the top, first sentence, "Halie was 
 
           10   given the Iowa tests in March of 2001." 
 
           11      A.  All right. 
 
           12      Q.  So this was not a WASL test? 
 
           13      A.  No, it was not. 
 
           14      Q.  But it looks like, in the 3rd grade, any way, 
 
           15   that Halie met all of the criteria that are reflected 
 
           16   here on the Iowa test? 
 
           17      A.  Well, I am not an expert at reading test 
 
           18   scores, but it shows a national percentile ranking 
 
           19   between the whole nation.  I am assuming since she is 
 
           20   not at the far left, that -- 
 
           21      Q.  I am just asking based upon your understanding 
 
           22   as a parent. 
 
           23      A.  Yes. 
 
           24      Q.  So if you go to the next page, that I think 
 
           25   that this is Halie's first WASL report? 
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            1      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
            2      Q.  This reflects what you testified earlier to 
 
            3   that she passed her mathematics WASL -- 
 
            4      A.  Yes, she did. 
 
            5      Q.  -- in 4th grade, but he did not pass the 
 
            6   writing WASL? 
 
            7      A.  Correct. 
 
            8      Q.  Since that time, Halie has passed the writing 
 
            9   portion of the WASL every other time that she has 
 
           10   taken it? 
 
           11      A.  Yes, she has. 
 
           12      Q.  If you look at the next page, this is in grade 
 
           13   6, again, this is another one of those Iowa tests that 
 
           14   Halie took in the 6th grade? 
 
           15      A.  Yes. 
 
           16      Q.  Again, she fell within the average or in some 
 
           17   areas a little above average for all of the various 
 
           18   items that are being tested there? 
 
           19      A.  No, in some she fell towards the low side. 
 
           20      Q.  Still within the shaded average range? 
 
           21      A.  No, there is a couple of boxes that are on -- I 
 
           22   guess, if you look at the little dot on it. 
 
           23      Q.  So spelling that might have been slightly 
 
           24   below? 
 
           25      A.  Yes, in the math computation is right at the 
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            1   line, on the low side. 
 
            2      Q.  So, if you go to the next page, this appears to 
 
            3   be a Snohomish School District report that is provided 
 
            4   to you as a parent on two subjects, reading and math. 
 
            5          She is average in math and high in reading. 
 
            6      A.  Well, if you look down at the bottom, it gives 
 
            7   you the low and the high for five different portions 
 
            8   of the test. 
 
            9          She has averaged over all, but if you look at 
 
           10   the number side, she is on the low side and then if 
 
           11   you look at the geometric sense, she is more on the 
 
           12   high side.  So an average is just an average.  She has 
 
           13   parts of this that she is definitely showing 
 
           14   struggling. 
 
           15      Q.  In the numbers sense? 
 
           16      A.  Which is the basic core of math. 
 
           17      Q.  So if you go to the page in that number at the 
 
           18   right-hand top corner, it will have an 8 on it.  This 
 
           19   is Halie's WASL grade 7 report? 
 
           20      A.  Yes. 
 
           21      Q.  This is where she fails the math WASL, but 
 
           22   showed that she passed the reading and the writing? 
 
           23      A.  Correct. 
 
           24      Q.  Now, the next page is a letter, sent to you by 
 
           25   the Snohomish High School? 
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            1      A.  I need to hold this out a little farther.  It 
 
            2   is pretty light, too, so -- yes, I see that. 
 
            3      Q.  Down at the second to the last paragraph, where 
 
            4   it starts out:  "In order to help" -- do you see that? 
 
            5      A.  Yes. 
 
            6      Q.  "In order to help prepare your son or daughter 
 
            7      to retake the math portion, WASL remediation classes 
 
            8      will be offered at summer school located at the 
 
            9      freshman campus.  The State is assisting school 
 
           10      districts in remediation programs.  This summer 
 
           11      school program is free to our students." 
 
           12          Do you see that? 
 
           13      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           14      Q.  Did Halie participate in the WASL remediation 
 
           15   courses? 
 
           16      A.  No, she did not. 
 
           17      Q.  Why is that? 
 
           18      A.  Did this letter come out after her 10th grade 
 
           19   year? 
 
           20      Q.  The letter is dated June 13, 2008. 
 
           21      A.  She had signed up for a Collections of Evidence 
 
           22   class by that point.  We knew that we were going to do 
 
           23   to get her to pass the WASL with the Collection of 
 
           24   Evidence. 
 
           25      Q.  You had taken a different course? 
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            1      A.  Yes, we had. 
 
            2      Q.  If you go to the page that ends with 12, do you 
 
            3   recognize receiving this letter from Glacier Peak High 
 
            4   School? 
 
            5      A.  Yes. 
 
            6      Q.  Glacier Peak is a brand new school; is it not? 
 
            7      A.  Yes, just in the second year of operation. 
 
            8      Q.  If you look at the paragraph down below where 
 
            9   it starts:  "Students who did not pass the WASL have 
 
           10   plenty of options." 
 
           11          Do you see that? 
 
           12      A.  Yes. 
 
           13      Q.  This is where the school -- well let me just 
 
           14   jump right to it.  There is a reference there to 
 
           15   Certificate of Academic Achievement Option; do you see 
 
           16   that? 
 
           17      A.  Yes. 
 
           18      Q.  Do you have an understanding as to what that 
 
           19   is? 
 
           20      A.  No.  I do not know what is the Certificate of 
 
           21   Academic Achievement.  I know what the Collection of 
 
           22   Evidence is, but not what this is. 
 
           23      Q.  Now, if you go to the next page, 13, this is a 
 
           24   WASL test that she took in the spring of 2008.  Is 
 
           25   that right? 
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            1      A.  Yes, this would be her 10th grade year.  No, I 
 
            2   am sorry, this would be her junior year.  I am 
 
            3   sorry -- sophomore year. 
 
            4      Q.  Sophomore, 10th grade? 
 
            5      A.  10th grade. 
 
            6      Q.  So it also appears that she didn't pass the 
 
            7   science WASL? 
 
            8      A.  Correct. 
 
            9      Q.  What efforts had occurred around trying to 
 
           10   increase her science acumen? 
 
           11      A.  She does not need the science WASL to graduate. 
 
           12      Q.  You have not -- 
 
           13      A.  No. 
 
           14      Q.  -- she is not focused at all in trying to 
 
           15   increase her science aptitude? 
 
           16      A.  No, she is not. 
 
           17      Q.  That is because it is not a requirement? 
 
           18      A.  She is not going to take any science further in 
 
           19   her career.  She is going into the arts. 
 
           20      Q.  Let's look at the page 16.  This is a 10th 
 
           21   grade report, in which it shows that she took her 
 
           22   geometry class and got a C minus; right? 
 
           23      A.  Yes. 
 
           24      Q.  She took English, got an A.  She took interior 
 
           25   design and got an A.  Then it says in biology that she 
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            1   got an A minus, but did not meet standards on 
 
            2   portfolio quality work. 
 
            3          Do you see that? 
 
            4      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
            5      Q.  What is that? 
 
            6      A.  The Snohomish School Districts for the State's 
 
            7   requirement of a senior project started them as 
 
            8   freshman to work on a portfolio. 
 
            9          Each class, each semester had a quality works 
 
           10   project that they had to work on. 
 
           11          It could be anything from a paper that they 
 
           12   wrote in English to a math assignment, to a project in 
 
           13   interior design, where they had to put a display 
 
           14   together. 
 
           15          It was graded on a rubric.  It was a special 
 
           16   project that every class at that grade level worked on 
 
           17   together.  When they corrected it, they were 
 
           18   correcting the same paper.  If you met quality works 
 
           19   on that paper, it went into your portfolio. 
 
           20          In your senior year, you had to certain number 
 
           21   of quality works in that portfolio.  You presented 
 
           22   that along with letters of recommendation, and 
 
           23   anything else that they deemed that you could put in 
 
           24   there and presented that as your senior project, your 
 
           25   cumulative project that the State requires that the 
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            1   seniors do. 
 
            2          In the particular case, in science, she did not 
 
            3   meet that.  But up in interior design, of course, she 
 
            4   has met standards on the portfolio work. 
 
            5          Every class at every semester had a project. 
 
            6   Teachers then sometimes put on the report cards so 
 
            7   that parents would know whether or not the students 
 
            8   have made a quality work project in that particular 
 
            9   class. 
 
           10      Q.  Is she required to meet standards on the 
 
           11   biology portfolio to graduate? 
 
           12      A.  Not on this particular one. 
 
           13          She probably has to meet one throughout her four 
 
           14   years of high school will in science, and one in her 
 
           15   four years in math and in English and I think that in 
 
           16   social studies.  They have to have a total of 16 
 
           17   throughout their four years. 
 
           18          By the time that she finished her junior year, 
 
           19   she had met all of her qualifications for her 
 
           20   portfolio at that point in time. 
 
           21      Q.  The next year she met the qualification? 
 
           22      A.  She could have met -- this is semester two. 
 
           23   She would have met that qualification in her first 
 
           24   semester. 
 
           25      Q.  Let's go to page 18. 
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            1          I would like to just identify some of the 
 
            2   courses that Halie has taken over the years.  This is 
 
            3   her transcript from Glacier Peak as of February of 
 
            4   2009? 
 
            5      A.  Yes. 
 
            6      Q.  She as cumulative GPA down at the bottom of 
 
            7   3.3? 
 
            8      A.  I think that the time that this was printed it 
 
            9   was cumulative -- I think that it was 3.34. 
 
           10      Q.  She has taken, since she has been at high 
 
           11   school, fitness -- 
 
           12      A.  Yes. 
 
           13      Q.  She took integrated science, friend freshman 
 
           14   focus.  What is that? 
 
           15      A.  That is a class that brings in the freshman. 
 
           16   It helps them to get ready to work on the portfolio 
 
           17   and gives them some basic computer skills in Word and 
 
           18   Excel.  They work on presentation stuff. 
 
           19          It is kind of a classroom that they have the 9th 
 
           20   graders go through it meets half of their occupational 
 
           21   credit for their high school requirements, and it is 
 
           22   just a basic class to help them start working on the 
 
           23   portfolio for the senior project. 
 
           24      Q.  She took some history classes, modern world 
 
           25   history, US history -- do you see that on the 
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            1   transcript? 
 
            2      A.  Yes. 
 
            3      Q.  She has taken a number of art classes, interior 
 
            4   design, photography.  Those are the ones that I am 
 
            5   seeing with my small eyes? 
 
            6      A.  Yes. 
 
            7      Q.  She also took Intro to Leadership.  What was 
 
            8   that about? 
 
            9      A.  The ASB class has a leadership class that the 
 
           10   kids can join.  It is a class consisting of ASB 
 
           11   leaders class officers and students and students 
 
           12   leaders in the school. 
 
           13          They help put on assemblies and do work around 
 
           14   the school in a leadership role. 
 
           15      Q.  What kind of things is it that Halie would 
 
           16   learn, taking that kind of a class? 
 
           17      A.  Leadership. 
 
           18      Q.  Can you elaborate a little more what you mean 
 
           19   by leadership? 
 
           20      A.  Well, this is the group of kids that, like I 
 
           21   said, run the assemblies.  They help plan the 
 
           22   assemblies. 
 
           23          They come up with the ideas for the assemblies. 
 
           24   They plan senior citizen dinners.  So they do things 
 
           25   around the community.  It is a leadership class.  It 
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            1   teaches kids how to be leaders out in the community. 
 
            2      Q.  Now while at least up until this point, Halie 
 
            3   has never actually made any complaint to you about her 
 
            4   school or teachers, that you felt that you needed to 
 
            5   take action on; is that correct? 
 
            6      A.  Not unless it was a math issue. 
 
            7      Q.  You testified earlier that the schools were 
 
            8   dilapidated and should have been condemned; did I 
 
            9   understand that correctly? 
 
           10      A.  Yes, you did. 
 
           11      Q.  But you didn't bring us any pictures of these 
 
           12   dilapidated schools that should be condemned? 
 
           13      A.  No, I did not bring any pictures. 
 
           14      Q.  You don't have any pictures of these buildings? 
 
           15      A.  I can get pictures.  We took pictures, when we 
 
           16   toured the facilities in the facilities committee. 
 
           17      Q.  Do you recall in your deposition, Mrs. Venema, 
 
           18   I asked you if you had any pictures, you said that you 
 
           19   didn't? 
 
           20      A.  I don't personally have any pictures, but I am 
 
           21   sure that the School District has pictures. 
 
           22      Q.  Let's talk about Robbie. 
 
           23          Actually, let me back up. 
 
           24          You said that you were on Transportation 
 
           25   Committee and you talked about the crow flies mile and 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
  
                                                                   2165 
 
 
 
            1   problems with the transportation budget; do you recall 
 
            2   that? 
 
            3      A.  Yes. 
 
            4      Q.  But your kids have always, to the extent that 
 
            5   they needed it, have been able to travel on the bus to 
 
            6   and from school? 
 
            7      A.  Yes, they have. 
 
            8      Q.  Now, if you could turn to Exhibit 1009, do you 
 
            9   recognize Exhibit 1009 to be a compilation of school 
 
           10   records for your son, Robbie? 
 
           11      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           12               MS. BASHAW:  Respondents offer Exhibit 
 
           13   1009. 
 
           14               THE COURT:  Exhibit 1009 is offered. 
 
           15               MR. EMCH:  Same concern with respect to the 
 
           16   Protection Order. 
 
           17               THE COURT:  Subject to appropriate ceiling 
 
           18   or redaction, Exhibit 1009 is admitted. 
 
           19          ( Exhibit No. 1009 received in evidence.) 
 
           20 
 
           21      Q.  Robbie has not had any particular difficulties 
 
           22   in any of his course work; is that right? 
 
           23      A.  He has never failed any of his courses or his 
 
           24   WASLs, no. 
 
           25      Q.  He has progressed from grade to grade and not 
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            1   been held back? 
 
            2      A.  Correct. 
 
            3      Q.  Actually, neither of your kids have ever 
 
            4   participated in what they call the Learning Assistance 
 
            5   Program; is that right? 
 
            6      A.  No, they have not. 
 
            7      Q.  I think that you mentioned that Robbie has 
 
            8   passed all of his WASLs? 
 
            9      A.  Yes, he has. 
 
           10      Q.  If you look at page 3, this is Robbie's 4th 
 
           11   grade WASL? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
           13      Q.  Again, reading, math, writing, it looks like he 
 
           14   scored pretty high in all of these areas? 
 
           15      A.  He just skimmed by on that writing one.  But 
 
           16   the other two, he did fine on. 
 
           17      Q.  The maximum score was 12 and he got a 9? 
 
           18      A.  9 was just passing, so -- 
 
           19      Q.  All right.  So let's look at page 5 and 6. 
 
           20   This is Robbie's WASL score for -- is that grade 6? 
 
           21      A.  Grade 5 it looks like.  I am not quite sure. 
 
           22      Q.  Spring of 2008. 
 
           23      A.  Yes, this is it. 
 
           24      Q.  For all of these areas, Robbie passed it pretty 
 
           25   high levels in reading, math and science? 
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            1      A.  Yes, he did. 
 
            2               THE COURT:  I am sorry, counsel, what year 
 
            3   did you -- did you say 2006 or -- 
 
            4               MS. BASHAW:  Spring of 2008, off on the 
 
            5   top. 
 
            6               THE WITNESS:  I can't read that very well. 
 
            7               THE COURT:  I am sorry, I am a little bit 
 
            8   lost here. 
 
            9               We are on pages -- 
 
           10               MS. BASHAW:  5 and 6, maybe I misspoke.  I 
 
           11   am sorry, it is 2006.  I apologize. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  Is hard to read, but I think 
 
           13   that it is 2006. 
 
           14               THE WITNESS:  The cover letter says "2006," 
 
           15   yes. 
 
           16               MS. BASHAW:  Thank you. 
 
           17   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           18      Q.  If you look at page 7 for this WASL, the State 
 
           19   indicates that Robbie exceeds State standards in each 
 
           20   of those categories? 
 
           21      A.  Yes, he does. 
 
           22      Q.  If you go to page 9 and 10, this is the 2007 
 
           23   WASL that Robbie took. 
 
           24      A.  Yes. 
 
           25      Q.  Right? 
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            1          Again, he exceeded or met the State standards 
 
            2   for those categories? 
 
            3      A.  Yes. 
 
            4      Q.  Reading and math? 
 
            5      A.  Yes, he did. 
 
            6      Q.  One more, pages 12 and 13, this is -- this 
 
            7   looks like the spring of 2008 WASL? 
 
            8      A.  Yes.  I don't see a cover letter, but I am 
 
            9   assuming that it says grade 7, so that would be 
 
           10   correct. 
 
           11      Q.  Again, Robbie passed reading, writing and math, 
 
           12   and exceeded or met the State standards? 
 
           13      A.  Yes. 
 
           14      Q.  Now, both of your children have participated in 
 
           15   Honors Society Activities; correct? 
 
           16      A.  Yes.  They both qualified for Junior Honor 
 
           17   Society at the Middle School. 
 
           18      Q.  If you flip to pages 14, 16, and have you look 
 
           19   at those first. 
 
           20          This would indicate some pretty high grades for 
 
           21   Robbie in the As and Bs in all of his classes? 
 
           22      A.  Yes. 
 
           23      Q.  In grade 8 Robbie took algebra, history, earth, 
 
           24   language arts, shop, teen leadership -- 
 
           25      A.  Yes. 
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            1      Q.  -- something called connections? 
 
            2      A.  Correct. 
 
            3      Q.  What is connections? 
 
            4      A.  Connections is a class that they have between 
 
            5   5th and 6th period, it is a half hour class that they 
 
            6   can go to, that they are required to go to. 
 
            7          That is when they have an opportunity to work on 
 
            8   homework, or reading silent -- reading, but it is a 
 
            9   time for them to work on school work during the school 
 
           10   day. 
 
           11      Q.  Then on page 18, looks like we are in the 
 
           12   second quarter for 8th grade. 
 
           13      A.  Yes. 
 
           14      Q.  Robbie took history, earth science, language 
 
           15   arts, life fitness and health? 
 
           16      A.  Yes. 
 
           17      Q.  All right. 
 
           18          You graduated from high school in 1979, you 
 
           19   said? 
 
           20      A.  Yes, correct. 
 
           21      Q.  Both you and your husband? 
 
           22      A.  He graduated in 1977.  I graduated in 1979. 
 
           23      Q.  You both went to the same high school? 
 
           24      A.  Yes, we did. 
 
           25      Q.  Lake Washington High School? 
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            1      A.  Yes. 
 
            2      Q.  You both also went to the same Middle School. 
 
            3   Did you go to the same elementary schools? 
 
            4      A.  Yes, we attended the same elementary schools. 
 
            5      Q.  Neither of you went to college? 
 
            6      A.  Todd took a year at Edmonds Community and a 
 
            7   logging course. 
 
            8      Q.  But you yourself didn't go to college? 
 
            9      A.  No, I never attended college. 
 
           10      Q.  But at some point, not in the too distant 
 
           11   future, from when you graduated from high school, were 
 
           12   you able to run your own business? 
 
           13      A.  In my 20s, I was part owner in a business, yes. 
 
           14      Q.  What kind of a business was it? 
 
           15      A.  School photography. 
 
           16      Q.  You had employees? 
 
           17      A.  Yes, I did. 
 
           18      Q.  How many employees did you have? 
 
           19      A.  Approximately five full-time employees and 35 
 
           20   seasonal employees. 
 
           21      Q.  You indicated, I am going to flip back now to 
 
           22   Robbie, that he was having to carry 25 pounds 
 
           23   backpacks, if I understand that correctly? 
 
           24      A.  25 pounds, yes, in his backpack. 
 
           25      Q.  Is that because he was carrying textbooks? 
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            1      A.  Yes, it was. 
 
            2      Q.  You talked about a concern that you had because 
 
            3   you were having to pay as a parent for some of the 
 
            4   school related activities and items that your children 
 
            5   had to engage in or were engaging in? 
 
            6      A.  Yes, I did. 
 
            7      Q.  You complained about having to pay lab fees, I 
 
            8   think that you mentioned? 
 
            9      A.  Yes. 
 
           10      Q.  I think that you also mentioned PE clothes? 
 
           11      A.  Yes. 
 
           12      Q.  So that is a complaint of yours that you had to 
 
           13   purchase PE clothes? 
 
           14      A.  Well, if it is a course subject they are 
 
           15   required to be there, and they are required to have 
 
           16   these PE clothes, there is a lab fee involved because 
 
           17   they have to have it, as part of their last class, why 
 
           18   am I paying for it? 
 
           19          Shouldn't it be paid for by the school? 
 
           20      Q.  Then ultimately the State? 
 
           21      A.  Ultimately the State. 
 
           22      Q.  The State should pay for your kids PE clothes? 
 
           23      A.  If it is Basic Education, the State should be 
 
           24   paying for it. 
 
           25      Q.  You also, in your deposition talked about 
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            1   something called Time For Kids that you had to 
 
            2   contribute funds for, for the school to be able to get 
 
            3   that subscription? 
 
            4      A.  In the elementary schools year some of the 
 
            5   curriculum that the teachers would use would be the 
 
            6   time magazine.  It would be the time for kids.  It was 
 
            7   specifically geared towards small children or young 
 
            8   children. 
 
            9          It was a learning tool that the teachers would 
 
           10   use on the current events.  We had to pay for the 
 
           11   subscription for that, for the kids to get that.  It 
 
           12   wasn't something that the school paid for it.  The 
 
           13   parents had to pay for that. 
 
           14      Q.  That was about five to 10 dollars? 
 
           15      A.  Five to ten dollars a year, yes. 
 
           16      Q.  National Geographic you also contributed to the 
 
           17   subscription to National Geographic? 
 
           18      A.  Yes, at some point, that was another 
 
           19   subscription that we paid for that the children would 
 
           20   get to help with global issues. 
 
           21      Q.  Now, you have never really kept track of how 
 
           22   much money it is that you spent as a parent. 
 
           23      A.  No, I have never totaled that dollar amount 
 
           24   out. 
 
           25      Q.  Do you have a sense as one of the petition ers 
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            1   in the case, Mrs. Venema, what it is that the 
 
            2   petitioners are asking for? 
 
            3      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
            4      Q.  What is that? 
 
            5      A.  They are asking for the State to describe and 
 
            6   explain what ample, all and paramount mean. 
 
            7          They would like the State to -- to go back to 
 
            8   1978 and do what they were supposed to do at that 
 
            9   point in time. 
 
           10          They would like the State to figure out exactly 
 
           11   how much it costs for Basic Education at this time and 
 
           12   point. 
 
           13      Q.  Do you have a sense or the kind of figures that 
 
           14   are being discussed as to what it might actually cost? 
 
           15      A.  I have no idea. 
 
           16      Q.  You haven't heard any, heard about any of those 
 
           17   figures? 
 
           18      A.  I have heard of figures, but have no idea if 
 
           19   those figures are pulled from a hat, or if they 
 
           20   actually have some substance behind them. 
 
           21      Q.  What figures have you heard about? 
 
           22          How much more is there for the State to, quote, 
 
           23   actually fund Basic Education, as opposed to come up 
 
           24   with? 
 
           25      A.  I don't have any idea how much it is costing 
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            1   them now. 
 
            2          The figures that I have heard, I can't say what 
 
            3   I can say what it should be a billion more or three 
 
            4   billion more, I don't know it is.  I just know that it 
 
            5   is not enough. 
 
            6      Q.  Do you have a sense for some of the figures 
 
            7   that are being discussed are in the billion range? 
 
            8      A.  No, I have no -- 
 
            9      Q.  You have no clue? 
 
           10      A.  I am not a -- 
 
           11      Q.  I am asking for what you have heard. 
 
           12      A.  I have heard that it is in the billions. 
 
           13      Q.  You think that you indicated that you weren't 
 
           14   sure of what it is that the State pays for now. 
 
           15          Did I understand that correctly? 
 
           16      A.  I am not sure. 
 
           17      Q.  Did I understand you to say that you didn't 
 
           18   know how much it was at that time State was paying for 
 
           19   now? 
 
           20      A.  I don't have a dollar amount, no. 
 
           21      Q.  Do you have a percent? 
 
           22      A.  No, I have -- a percent of what?  Of how much 
 
           23   costs it to educate the student. 
 
           24      Q.  No; the percent of the State's budget that is 
 
           25   being dedicated towards the education. 
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            1      A.  No, I do not know that. 
 
            2      Q.  I will hand you Exhibit 211. 
 
            3          I will hand you what has already been admitted 
 
            4   as Exhibit 211.  Could you turn to page 20. 
 
            5          Do you see, Mrs. Venema, for the 2007-2009 
 
            6   operating budget for the State that the public schools 
 
            7   have 40 percent of the State's budget was towards the 
 
            8   public schools; do you see that? 
 
            9      A.  I see that. 
 
           10      Q.  Do you see up there that the higher education 
 
           11   has 11 percent? 
 
           12      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           13      Q.  Other education was one percent? 
 
           14      A.  Yes. 
 
           15      Q.  Now, you see all of these other programs over 
 
           16   on the right-hand side? 
 
           17      A.  Yes. 
 
           18      Q.  Now, you are not disputing, are you, that those 
 
           19   programs aren't also important? 
 
           20          You would agree that they are important? 
 
           21      A.  I haven't ever looked at those other programs 
 
           22   to have an opinion on whether they are important or 
 
           23   not. 
 
           24      Q.  Do you think that medical assistance to people, 
 
           25   who need it is an important program for the State to 
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            1   be involved in? 
 
            2      A.  I can't make a clarification on what it means 
 
            3   by medical assistance. 
 
            4      Q.  Do you know what long-term care is? 
 
            5      A.  Yes.  Yes. 
 
            6               MR. EMCH:  Your Honor, I objection to the 
 
            7   line of questioning. 
 
            8               The witness hasn't seen this document 
 
            9   before.  She is being asked to render an opinion on 
 
           10   something cold.  It is a huge document without any 
 
           11   context or foundation. 
 
           12               THE COURT:  So far that the questions have 
 
           13   been whether she knows what long-term care and -- I am 
 
           14   sorry, I forget the other. 
 
           15               MS. BASHAW:  Medical assistance. 
 
           16               THE COURT:  Those are the only questions so 
 
           17   far.  I will allow it, to the extent that it has been 
 
           18   asked with respect to those areas. 
 
           19               MR. EMCH:  My concern, your Honor, some of 
 
           20   those terms are undefined, but I understand your 
 
           21   position. 
 
           22               Thank you. 
 
           23   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           24      Q.  Long-term care, assistance for people, who 
 
           25   aren't able to care for themselves on a long-term 
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            1   basis? 
 
            2      A.  That the State would pay for.  Yes. 
 
            3      Q.  You would agree that that would be an important 
 
            4   service for the State to be involved in? 
 
            5      A.  Yes. 
 
            6      Q.  There is some other services there to the 
 
            7   Department of Corrections.  Do you know what they do? 
 
            8      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
            9      Q.  That is our prisons and our jails, and so 
 
           10   forth? 
 
           11      A.  Yes, I live close to Monroe. 
 
           12      Q.  You would agree that it is important for the 
 
           13   State to be involved in that activity? 
 
           14      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           15      Q.  So, in terms of all of these other programs, or 
 
           16   other services that the State is involved in on a 
 
           17   daily basis, you wouldn't generally dispute that it is 
 
           18   important for the State to fund those programs as 
 
           19   well, as a general proposition? 
 
           20      A.  No, I wouldn't dispute that. 
 
           21      Q.  Now, I guess it is a -- as the petitioner in 
 
           22   the case, I am curious as to how much more you think 
 
           23   that the State should impose as a financial obligation 
 
           24   on the taxpayers to pay for the level of education 
 
           25   services that you are describing. 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
  
                                                                   2178 
 
 
 
            1      A.  Well, since the State hasn't come up with that 
 
            2   figure in recent years, I can't even begin to tell you 
 
            3   how much more they need to pay for it. 
 
            4          They haven't done a cost analysis on what it 
 
            5   really costs to educate children with State standards 
 
            6   that they have come up with. 
 
            7          They don't know that total.  So I can't even 
 
            8   begin to tell you how much more of this budget, it 
 
            9   would take to pay for that service. 
 
           10          But when it says paramount in their 
 
           11   constitution, it should be the first thing that they 
 
           12   pay for and they should fully fund that piece. 
 
           13      Q.  So do you have a sense, Mrs. Venema, that to 
 
           14   come up with the additional money to fund Basic 
 
           15   Education, is the way that you want the State to do 
 
           16   it, that the State is going to have to -- most likely, 
 
           17   raise taxes? 
 
           18               MR. EMCH:  Objection, your Honor; assumes 
 
           19   facts not in evidence, calls for speculation on the 
 
           20   part of the witness. 
 
           21               MS. BASHAW:  I am asking for her opinion 
 
           22   and understanding as a petitioner in the case, that 
 
           23   that might be one of the solutions that the State may 
 
           24   have to engage in, in order to accomplish what she 
 
           25   wants as a petitioner in the case. 
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            1               That is a proper hypothetical. 
 
            2               THE COURT:  Well, it wasn't posed as a 
 
            3   hypothetical. 
 
            4               I think that the question was whether she 
 
            5   has a sense as to whether the State would have to 
 
            6   raise taxes. 
 
            7               MS. BASHAW:  I can rephrase it as a 
 
            8   hypothetical, your Honor. 
 
            9               THE COURT:  All right. 
 
           10   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           11      Q.  Mrs. Venema, assuming that the only way to 
 
           12   accomplish what it is that you are asking for, the 
 
           13   billions, whatever the right billions figure is, that 
 
           14   the State, in order to do that, is going to have to 
 
           15   raise taxes. 
 
           16      A.  Hypothetically -- 
 
           17      Q.  I am sorry. 
 
           18               THE COURT:  Ask the question. 
 
           19               MS. BASHAW:  That is a hypothetical. 
 
           20   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           21      Q.  Assuming that, would you agree with me that 
 
           22   whether you pay for the field trips or pay for the PE 
 
           23   clothes, you are going to still have to pay for this 
 
           24   increase taxes, if that is the way that the State has 
 
           25   to address what you are asking for -- one way or 
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            1   another, you will have to pay for it, assuming that 
 
            2   the State raises taxes. 
 
            3               MR. EMCH:  Objection, your Honor, I don't 
 
            4   think that is the actual question. 
 
            5               It is more like a statement.  It calls for 
 
            6   speculation, assumes facts not in evidence. 
 
            7               Things that will actually be cut assumes, 
 
            8   doesn't assume that other cost savings could be in 
 
            9   play as well. 
 
           10               MS. BASHAW:  I asked her that she would 
 
           11   agree, that she would have to, as a taxpayer she would 
 
           12   have to pay for one way or another. 
 
           13               If the State has -- 
 
           14               THE COURT:  Assuming that the State raises 
 
           15   the taxes, I guess on that hypothetical, the witness 
 
           16   could answer the question. 
 
           17               Objection is overruled. 
 
           18      A.  With the assumption is that if that is what the 
 
           19   State chose to do to cover the costs and didn't look 
 
           20   at alternatives, then, yes, I would probably pay more 
 
           21   in property taxes. 
 
           22      Q.  Do you think that there should be a limit for 
 
           23   what it is that the State should require its citizens 
 
           24   to pay in taxes in order to run Basic Education 
 
           25   Programs? 
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            1      A.  Hypothetically? 
 
            2      Q.  Ah-hum, is there a limit? 
 
            3      A.  I couldn't even begin to answer that question. 
 
            4      Q.  Do you agree and support the notion of local 
 
            5   control in your community for your schools? 
 
            6      A.  Local control within the School District with 
 
            7   the school board and the administration? 
 
            8          Yes, I do. 
 
            9               MS. BASHAW:  Nothing further, your Honor. 
 
           10               THE COURT:  Thank you, Ms. Bashaw. 
 
           11               Mr. Emch, redirect examination. 
 
           12                REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
           13 
 
           14   BY MR. EMCH: 
 
           15      Q.  Mrs. Venema, I am going to skip around because 
 
           16   State's counsel, Ms. Bashaw, asked a few questions on 
 
           17   several topics. 
 
           18          First of all, Mrs. Venema, Ms. Bashaw asked you 
 
           19   some questions about grades and the course work with 
 
           20   respect to the Halie and Robbie. 
 
           21          Do you remember those questions? 
 
           22      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           23      Q.  Generally speaking, or based upon your 
 
           24   opinion -- strike that. 
 
           25          Based upon your experience and your work on the 
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            1   committees as a parent, do you believe that grades 
 
            2   reflect the substance and the content of the education 
 
            3   that is being provided to your children? 
 
            4      A.  No, I don't.  Robbie does well despite his 
 
            5   education, not because of his education. 
 
            6      Q.  Do grades that are received in course titles, 
 
            7   do they reflect the condition and environment of the 
 
            8   schools that your children attend? 
 
            9      A.  No, they do not. 
 
           10      Q.  Do grades and course titles reflect the 
 
           11   resources and materials and the supplies available in 
 
           12   the classrooms of the schools that your children 
 
           13   attend? 
 
           14      A.  No, they do not. 
 
           15      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about the 
 
           16   progression of your children from one grade to 
 
           17   another. 
 
           18          Does the progression from one grade to another 
 
           19   reflect the content and substance of what is being 
 
           20   learned by your children? 
 
           21      A.  No, it does not. 
 
           22      Q.  She asked you some questions about Halie's 
 
           23   Middle School experience.  My recollection is that you 
 
           24   talked about some curriculum problems, both in terms 
 
           25   of the materials and the teacher training; is that 
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            1   right? 
 
            2      A.  Her teacher was not properly trained in her 6th 
 
            3   grade year with the curriculum of math. 
 
            4          Then, in the 7th grade year, no textbooks at the 
 
            5   beginning. 
 
            6          And then in her 9th grade year, again, the lack 
 
            7   of textbooks. 
 
            8      Q.  Those problems became readily apparent in the 
 
            9   7th grade, when she didn't pass her math WASL; is that 
 
           10   right? 
 
           11      A.  That was the first big ah ha, that we had, that 
 
           12   we have an issue here. 
 
           13      Q.  Do you think that missing textbooks or lack of 
 
           14   textbooks is a conducive learning environment for your 
 
           15   children? 
 
           16      A.  No, it is not. 
 
           17      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about the 
 
           18   Iowa tests, do you remember that? 
 
           19          I believe that it was Exhibit 1008. 
 
           20      A.  Yes, I remember that. 
 
           21      Q.  Do you remember the questions about the Iowa 
 
           22   tests? 
 
           23          Do you know, based upon your work in the school 
 
           24   districts, and as a parent, whether the Iowa test is 
 
           25   aligned with the Washington State standards? 
 
 
 
                Dolores A. Rawlins, RPR, CRR, CCR Official Court Reporter, 
206-296-9171 
  
                                                                   2184 
 
 
 
            1      A.  From my experience with everything, no, it is 
 
            2   not.  Actually, the Snohomish School District is no 
 
            3   longer administering the ITBS -- whatever it is, the 
 
            4   Iowa test.  It is no longer administering it. 
 
            5      Q.  Do you know whether the WASL, in its current 
 
            6   form, or the ones that were provided to your children, 
 
            7   whether they covered all of the subject and the 
 
            8   information that is reflected in Trial Exhibit 144? 
 
            9      A.  No, they do not cover that all. 
 
           10      Q.  Based upon your observations as parent and your 
 
           11   experience in the School District, do you think that 
 
           12   your children are being provided with the realistic or 
 
           13   effective opportunity to get the education and the 
 
           14   knowledge and the skills reflected in Trial Exhibit 
 
           15   144, the State Standards, and Essential Academic 
 
           16   Learning Requirements? 
 
           17      A.  No, they are not. 
 
           18      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about your 
 
           19   tutoring. 
 
           20          Based upon your experience as a parent and as 
 
           21   someone, who has volunteered in the School District, 
 
           22   what do you attribute Halie's level of academic 
 
           23   achievement to, the Schools, you, something else ? 
 
           24          Have you contributed as a parent? 
 
           25      A.  I wouldn't be sitting here today, if I didn't 
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            1   contribute as a parent. 
 
            2          I have been involved since they were in 
 
            3   preschool.  It is both of our goals that they get the 
 
            4   best education possible.  I don't think that it is 
 
            5   happening right now. 
 
            6      Q.  So you are here and part of your motivation is 
 
            7   concern over your kids? 
 
            8      A.  My kids, and the kids in this -- all of the 
 
            9   kids in the State. 
 
           10      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked some questions about the math 
 
           11   Collection of Evidence course. 
 
           12          Based upon your experience as a parent, your 
 
           13   observations, do you think that your daughter has been 
 
           14   harmed or damaged by the years previous where she was 
 
           15   falling behind in math and lack of textbooks, and so 
 
           16   forth? 
 
           17      A.  Yes.  Her self esteem in math is horrible. 
 
           18      Q.  Based upon your work with the curriculum and 
 
           19   some of these committees and your observations as a 
 
           20   parent, and your own personal experiences, do you 
 
           21   think that science is important for students in the 
 
           22   21st century? 
 
           23      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
           24      Q.  In fact, some of the fund raising activities 
 
           25   that you participated in, involved getting computers 
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            1   for kids in the classroom; is that right? 
 
            2      A.  Yes. 
 
            3      Q.  As a parent, as someone who, with your own 
 
            4   personal experience, do you think that Halie would 
 
            5   have different opportunities, if she had learned more 
 
            6   math and science along the way? 
 
            7      A.  Yes. 
 
            8          She wouldn't have struggled, if she had 
 
            9   gotten -- I think -- that the core concepts at the 
 
           10   beginning. 
 
           11          And once the self esteem and your thought 
 
           12   process with math, it just starts piling downhill and 
 
           13   it is hard for some kids to get it back up. 
 
           14          I don't think that she will without a lot of 
 
           15   hard work on her part, in secondary levels of 
 
           16   education.  She will probably always struggle with 
 
           17   that issue. 
 
           18      Q.  Is the child's education complete at the end of 
 
           19   elementary schools? 
 
           20      A.  No, it is not. 
 
           21      Q.  Is the child's education complete at the end of 
 
           22   junior high? 
 
           23      A.  No, it is not. 
 
           24      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about the 
 
           25   facilities; your observations about the facilities and 
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            1   the conditions were based upon your own personal 
 
            2   experience and observations; is that right? 
 
            3      A.  Yes.  Like I have said, I have visited every 
 
            4   school in the district at some point in time. 
 
            5      Q.  Based upon your experiences in the School 
 
            6   District as a parent, what would happen to the School 
 
            7   District, without the fund raising efforts that you 
 
            8   have participated in? 
 
            9      A.  We wouldn't be able to provide the basic 
 
           10   services and things necessary for kids to learn, the 
 
           11   things that they need to learn. 
 
           12      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about your 
 
           13   own personal background and experience. 
 
           14          What do you attribute your achievement and 
 
           15   success to in life? 
 
           16      A.  Hard work, motivation. 
 
           17      Q.  Does that include your own hard work and 
 
           18   motivation, after you left the public schools? 
 
           19      A.  Yes, it did, for both of us. 
 
           20      Q.  Probably wouldn't be here today, if you weren't 
 
           21   some one who believes in hard work and dedication? 
 
           22      A.  Yes. 
 
           23      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about a 
 
           24   report card or some of these scores of the report 
 
           25   cards for your children. 
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            1          If you could take a look at -- this is Exhibit 
 
            2   1009.  If you could look at page 5 at the right-hand 
 
            3   corner, there is a Trial Exhibit 5, in the lower 
 
            4   corner, it says "V" and then ending in "23," a letter 
 
            5   dated September 8, 2006, do you see that? 
 
            6      A.  Yes. 
 
            7      Q.  Do you see the second paragraph there where it 
 
            8   says -- first of all, this letter is one that is 
 
            9   signed by the Governor and the State Superintendent of 
 
           10   Public Instruction? 
 
           11      A.  Yes. 
 
           12      Q.  Do you see the indication that second paragraph 
 
           13   in the Exhibit, which states: 
 
           14          "Washington educators, want to make sure that 
 
           15      all students are prepared for life in the 21st 
 
           16      century, and you have demonstrated the skills that 
 
           17      will provide you with access to opportunities in 
 
           18      your future." 
 
           19          Do you see that sentence? 
 
           20      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           21      Q.  How does that make you feel as a mom, given 
 
           22   your experience with your own kids? 
 
           23      A.  I don't -- this is for just a portion of what 
 
           24   they actually are supposed to be learning.  And I only 
 
           25   have one child that actually got this letter. 
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            1          It makes me angry that not all of the kids are 
 
            2   getting this. 
 
            3               MR. EMCH:  I just have a couple more 
 
            4   questions, your Honor. 
 
            5      Q.  Mrs. Venema, can you turn to Exhibit 211, which 
 
            6   is the big thick document that State's counsel put in 
 
            7   front of you. 
 
            8          Do you have Trial Exhibit 211 in front of you? 
 
            9      A.  Yes, I do. 
 
           10      Q.  Have you ever seen this document before? 
 
           11      A.  Never seen it before in my life. 
 
           12      Q.  Turning to page 20, this is the pie chart here, 
 
           13   2007-2009 operating budget.  Have you seen that 
 
           14   document before? 
 
           15      A.  I am sorry, what page is that? 
 
           16      Q.  Yes, it is page 20. 
 
           17      A.  No, I have never seen this document until 
 
           18   today. 
 
           19      Q.  Do you have any idea, never seeing this 
 
           20   document before, what these terms mean that are linked 
 
           21   up to the different pie squares? 
 
           22          Other than a cold read, do you have any 
 
           23   understanding of what these are? 
 
           24      A.  I know what they are.  I don't know what they 
 
           25   mean.  I don't know the substance behind any of these. 
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            1      Q.  Hypothetically, do you know whether there would 
 
            2   be any cost savings, or more education, more resources 
 
            3   were provided and all kids met State standards in 
 
            4   terms of cost savings and crime and lower health care 
 
            5   costs and things like that, is that possible also? 
 
            6      A.  Hypothetically, yes, that would be. 
 
            7      Q.  Education is important, obviously? 
 
            8      A.  Education is extremely important. 
 
            9      Q.  It is a paramount duty, you say? 
 
           10      A.  Yes, it is. 
 
           11      Q.  Do you know if any of these other things 
 
           12   reflected on page 20, do you know if of any of those 
 
           13   other things outside of the education are paramount 
 
           14   duties? 
 
           15      A.  From my understanding, there is no other parts 
 
           16   of the constitution with regards to that that is a 
 
           17   paramount duty. 
 
           18      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about how 
 
           19   much things costs, you do know from your own 
 
           20   experience in your school districts that there are 
 
           21   things that local funds support; right? 
 
           22      A.  Yes.  There are parts of the local levy money 
 
           23   that we raise that supports Basic Education that the 
 
           24   State should be paying for. 
 
           25      Q.  Your testimony is that the fund raising that 
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            1   you do, as part of all of these activities and 
 
            2   committees, that provides for basic essentials, 
 
            3   important resources for the school districts? 
 
            4      A.  Yes. 
 
            5      Q.  You have actually seen money cross your kitchen 
 
            6   table in real life; right? 
 
            7      A.  Yes, I have. 
 
            8      Q.  Ms. Bashaw asked you some questions about lab 
 
            9   fees and PE clothes and things.  Is it fair to say 
 
           10   that you are primary complaint is all of the fund 
 
           11   raising that you have to do, all of the experience 
 
           12   that you have, raising all of this money for the basic 
 
           13   essentials for your district? 
 
           14               MS. BASHAW:  Objection; leading. 
 
           15               THE COURT:  Sustained. 
 
           16   BY MR. EMCH: 
 
           17      Q.  What is your core concern with respect to the 
 
           18   fund raising, Ms. Venema? 
 
           19      A.  That as parents we have to go out and raise the 
 
           20   money to help pay for Basic Education.  That is why we 
 
           21   pay property taxes. 
 
           22          On top of that, we are turning around and 
 
           23   raising money so that we can pay for Basic Education 
 
           24   services that our kids aren't getting at this point in 
 
           25   time. 
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            1      Q.  If you didn't do those fund raising activities, 
 
            2   is it fair to say that those essential materials 
 
            3   wouldn't be available? 
 
            4      A.  No, they won't be available. 
 
            5               MR. EMCH:  Thank you very much, Ms. Venema. 
 
            6               THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Emch. 
 
            7               Ms. Bashaw? 
 
            8               RECROSS EXAMINATION 
 
            9   BY MS. BASHAW: 
 
           10      Q.  Do you still have Exhibit 1009 in front of you? 
 
           11          If you could go to the first page there, the 
 
           12   letter from the district, dated September 5th, 2005? 
 
           13      A.  Yes. 
 
           14      Q.  The second paragraph, were you aware that in 
 
           15   September of 2005, Snohomish 4th grade students scored 
 
           16   higher than the State average in the areas of math, 
 
           17   reading, writing -- 83.5 percent in reading, 70 
 
           18   percent in math, 58.5 percent in writing? 
 
           19          Were you aware of that? 
 
           20      A.  Not until I got this letter, no. 
 
           21               MS. BASHAW:  Nothing further. 
 
           22               THE COURT:  Mr. Emch? 
 
           23                REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
 
           24 
 
           25   BY MR. EMCH: 
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            1      Q.  One last question.  With respect to that same 
 
            2   page that counsel just asked you about, those numbers 
 
            3   aren't 100 percent, obviously; right? 
 
            4      A.  No.  They are not.  They are not near where 
 
            5   they need to be. 
 
            6      Q.  Are those acceptable levels here, the 
 
            7   percentages including 58 percent on the writing 
 
            8   standards? 
 
            9      A.  No.  They are not. 
 
           10               MR. EMCH:  Thank you very much. 
 
           11               THE COURT:  Any further questions, 
 
           12   Ms. Bashaw? 
 
           13               MS. BASHAW:  No, your Honor. 
 
           14               THE COURT:  Mr. Emch, are you asking this 
 
           15   witness to be excused? 
 
           16               MR. EMCH:  Yes, your Honor. 
 
           17               THE COURT:  Any objection? 
 
           18               MS. BASHAW:  No, your Honor. 
 
           19               THE COURT:  Thank you.  You may step down. 
 
           20               We will take our recess for 15 minutes and 
 
           21   we will proceed with the petitioners' next witness. 
 
           22               THE CLERK:  All rise. 
 
           23               Court is in recess. 
 
           24 
 
           25               (Court was recessed.) 
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